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Handling Day 2015: 

all bets are off 



FORMALLY, WE REFER to it as Britain’s Best Driver’s Car; 
informally, we bandy around the name ‘Handling Day’. 
Whatever you call it, our annual quest to find the most 
rewarding car on road and track is a high point of our year. 

At Handling Day, unlike our weekly road tests, scientific 
measurement of every facet of a car’s performance and 
physical attributes takes a back seat to assessing the less 
tangible aspects that set merely good driver’s cars apart from 
the great ones. This year’s contest was as compelling as ever, 
with the new Ferrari 488 GTB (standing in for our reigning 
champion, the 458 Speciale) facing competition from Ariel, 
Audi, Lamborghini, Lotus, Mazda and two cars each from 
Mercedes-AMG and Porsche. 

I was secretly rooting for the Nomad to pull off a giant- 
killing victory over more expensive cars from manufacturers 
with impeccable sports car pedigrees. With that kind of 

inbuilt bias, it’s little wonder that I 
was confined to the office. And did 
the boys from Somerset pull it off? 
The full top 10 ranking, as decided by 
Messrs Cackett, Frankel, Prior and 
Saunders, begins on p34. 

MATT BURT EDITOR 

matt.burt@haymarket.com @Matt_Burt_ 
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Jaguar plots radical 
new electric SUV 

Dramatically styled battery-powered 4x4 is poised to go on sale in 2017, priced at around 
£60,000, as Jaguar takes the lead in ushering in a new era of electric vehicles from JLR 
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HILTON HOLLOWAY 
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Taking a leaf out of Tesla’s book 



THERE’S NO SHORTAGE of 
opinion about the state of 
Tesla. Mostly, it is still the 
darling of both wealthy early 
adopters and City analysts. 

People who have lived 
through the age of Apple 
and Google - brands that 
changed the world for ever 
- say Tesla embodies the 
future of the car 
industry. To 



them, it is that most beloved 
of things: a 'disruptive’ 
company that forces an 
industry to change or die. 

But there are plenty of 
people who disagree with 
Tesla, and they say they have 
the facts on their side. While 
Tesla’s sales are leaping - up 
49% in the second quarter of 
this financial year, to nearly 
12,000 units - the company 
is also losing a lot of money. 

Figures from the US say 
Tesla lost £120m in the 
second quarter of this 

year, or around 



20% of overall turnover 
in the same period. 

Of course, putting the 
new Model X crossover into 
production is expensive. 
Perhaps once the family- 
friendly car is in showrooms, 
Tesla can reduce its research 
and development spend, gain 
scale and realise real profits. 

One thing that can be 
said about Tesla, whether 
it’s prospering in a decade’s 
time or not, is that it found a 
brand new automotive niche 
market. It discovered that 
the world’s most affluent 
people, especially if they are 
on the right side of 60, also 
happen to be very ‘green’. 

The idea of whisper- 
quiet, zero-pollution, 




high-performance prestige 
cars is not something 
Porsche or VW would 
have contemplated. But 
this automotive start-up 
appeared from nowhere, 
created the market and is 
selling 50,000 vehicles a 
year with just one model in 
the showroom. 

So it’s intriguing that 
Jaguar is being deployed 
rather than Range Rover 
as the brand to roll out an 
electric production car. What 
better way to take a marque 
that is still heavily anchored 
in the past and propel it into 
the future? If you are going 
to ‘disrupt’ entrenched views 
about Jaguar, there’s no 
better way of doing it. 



Jaguar’s electric SUV 
is set to take styling 
cues from the C-X75 



A n all-electric Jaguar SUV 
will be revealed next year 
before going on sale in 
2017 -and Autocar has 
learned that some of the most 
flamboyant styling touches of 
the 0X75 hypercar concept 
will be used on the new model 
as the firm seeks to ensure that 
it stands apart from rivals. 

The car’s mooted launch 
date puts Jaguar in direct 
competition with Audi, which 
is planning to launch the 
production version of its 
all-electric Q6 e-tron quattro 
concept, first revealed at this 
year’s Frankfurt show, early 
in 2018. Both vehicles are set 
to offer a range of around 300 
miles and cost about £60,000. 



However, the Tesla Model X will 
beat both to market, going on 
sale in the UK next year. 

Beyond the bodystyle, price 
and target range, few details 
are known about Jaguar’s first 
EV. Sources suggest an electric 
motor will be mounted inboard 
at each corner, retaining the 
use of driveshafts, although 
there remains the possibility 
of Jaguar making a technology 
leap with in-wheel motors. 
Parent firm Tata has previously 
pioneered the technology, and 
insiders say the company has 
made significant progress with 
overcoming the problem of the 
additional unsprung weight of 
in-wheel motors. 

Jaguar hopes to outpunch all 



rivals, however, by giving 
the car the most distinctive 
styling of any EV on the market. 
It is understood that Tata 
has given the green light for 
Jaguar to pioneer the group’s 
all-electric technology and 
wants the brand’s first such 
model to deliver a distinctive 
statement of its intent to lead 
in electrification. The styling 
is said to be revolutionary, in 
the way that the BMW i brand 
sits separately from the firm’s 
mainstream models. 

It is reported that this 
fact played a key role in the 
decision to allow the C-X75 to 
be used in the latest Bond film, 
Spectre. The car, which was 
built as a concept for the 2010 



Paris show, was powered by 
four electric motors driven by 
diesel-fed gas turbines and 
had an electric range of about 
30 miles. It was announced 
that up to 250 production cars 
would be made, powered by a 
downsized turbocharged petrol 
engine. Although prototypes 
were made in conjunction 
with the Williams FI team, 
the project was cancelled at 



the height of the economic 
downturn in December 2012. 

Now, however, the C-X75’s 
enduring popularity - driven 
by its appearance in the Bond 
film - and its original role as a 
standard bearer for ground- 
breaking technology are set to 
be harnessed in the design of 
the all-electric SUV. As such, 
a debut at next year’s Paris 
show, six years after the -> 



Sources suggest that an 
electric motor will be 
mounted at each corner 
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Jaguar’s new all-electric SUV will share its largely aluminium architecture with the upcoming F-Pace 




Interest in the C-X75 hypercar has been reignited since it appeared in the latest Bond film, Spectre 



The launch of Jaguar 's 
first EV Is a crucial step 
in the firm's growth 



«-C-X75 was first shown, is 
said to be a distinct possibility. 
It will be revealed as a 
concept - and our rendering 
is highly speculative - but the 
production version’s styling is 
said to be nearly identical to 
the upcoming show car, in line 
with Jaguar design director 
Ian Callum’s mantra of only 
showing concepts that are very 
close to production reality. 

This decision also explains 
why Jaguar resisted the urge 
to use the C-X75’s appearance 
in Spectre to reignite sales 
plans for the hypercar. The 
benefits and profitability of 
selling even 250 C-X75s at 
around £750,000 each are 
said to be marginal beyond 
boosting brand profile, but 
the launch of Jaguar’s first 
all-electric vehicle is a crucial 
step in the firm’s growth. 

It is understood the all- 
electric SUV will sit on the 
same aluminium architecture 



as the XE and F-Pace. The 
platform was designed with an 
all-electric powertrain in mind, 
as well as a variety of hybrid 
and plug-in hybrid applications. 

Earlier this year JLR 
announced it was stepping 
up development of ultra- 
low-emissions technologies 
by doubling the size of its 
engineering and design centre 
in Whitley, Coventry. The site 
is expanding from 55 to 110 
acres and has been earmarked 
for advanced powertrain 
and engineering teams, plus 
Jaguar’s design and advanced 
design departments and the 
firm’s global headquarters. 

The investment is motivated 
by increasingly tight global 
emissions legislation, led by 
new Zero Emission Vehicle 
(ZEV) rules introduced in 
California and adopted by 
seven other US states. These 
laws demand that, between 
2018 and 2025, the number of 
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new ZEVs sold must rise from 
5% of all new cars to 15.4%. 
With those standards set to 
be replicated in many global 
markets, Jaguarand Land 
Rover must be able to meet 
targets to avoid penalties. 

Jaguar also believes it has 
the ability to seize the initiative 
over its rivals by launching its 
first all-electric SUV ahead 
of or in line with their targets. 
With global demand for SUVs 
growing, insiders are said to 
believe that the timing of their 
launch and the bodystyle are 
perfectly positioned. Sources 
also highlight Jaguar’s global 
dealer network as a key asset. 

It has been ramped up this year 
for the launch of the XE and 
F-Pace, and officials believe the 
size of the network gives them 
an opportunity to leapfrog 
Tesla’s customer reach. 

Although Jaguar is leading 
JLR’s EV charge, Land Rover 
is expected to follow suit once 
its models move onto the new 
common architecture. While 
Jaguar wants to maintain 
the sporty performance of 
its cars even in all-electric 
spec, Land Rover is said to be 
willing to trade performance 
for opulence and refinement. 

It plans to take advantage of 



the near-silent powertrain 
characteristics to set new 
standards in cabin ambience, 
as well as using the instant 
torque of electric motors to 
enhance off-road ability. 

Previously, JLR has applied 
for patents for technology 
related to inductive charging, 
suggesting it could combine 
the launch with wireless 
charging. The firm has also 
applied to trademark the name 
‘EV-Type’, although this is no 
indication of a definitive name. 
The car is likely to be made 
at the Magna Steyr factory 
in Graz, Austria. Jaguar has 
confirmed that it will be moving 
some model lines to the facility 
to free up capacity in the UK. 
The smaller scale of the Graz 
facility would be well suited to 
the electric model. 

JAGUAR F-TYPESVR 

While the new electric SUV will 
dominate Jaguar’s agenda 
from autumn next year, the 
firm will first launch the F-Pace 
SUV and its performance halo 
model, the F-Type SVR. 

Developed by JLR’s 
Special Vehicle Operations 
(SVO) division, the F-Type 
SVR has long been mooted 
as a showcase of the firm’s 



capabilities when it comes to 
raw performance. 

It will use some of the 
modifications developed 
for the F-Type Project 7 but 
is set to make that car’s 
performance look modest, with 
reports suggesting the four- 
wheel-drive model will produce 
upwards of 575bhp from its 
V8 engine. A price of just over 
£100,000 has been mooted. 

The timing of the car’s 
launch next spring is notable. 
SVO has already launched a 
range of products, including 
the Range Rover Sport SVR, 
but the division remains in 
its infancy. Early next year a 
bespoke HQ will be opened in 
Oxford Road, Ryton, where the 
dedicated team of around 150 
specialists will operate. 

The company has identified 
three areas to exploit: ultimate 
sporting performance, ultimate 
luxury and ultimate off-road 
ability. The F-Type SVR’s 
launch will signal the start of 
a period of intensive growth 
for SVO, not only through the 
launch of specially developed 
models but also through 
ventures such as specialist 
merchandising around the 
two brands. 

MARKTISSHAW 




The cars Jag's 
new electric 



SUV must beat 




TESLA MODEL X (2016) 

Tesla has already started deliveries of its Model X SUV in 
the US. It’s due to go on sale in right-hand-drive form next 
year, priced at around £65k. It sits on the same platform as 
the Model S, and early models will share a powertrain with 
the high-performance P90D version of that car. The Model 
X’s standout feature is its spectacular gullwing rear doors, 
designed to make it easier to get in and out of the rear cabin. 




AUDI Q6 E-TRON QUATTRO (2018) 

The Jaguar’s biggest mainstream rival will come from 
Audi, which has already promised to launch a production 
version of its e-tron quattro concept by 2018. The electric 
Q6 should be right in the middle of the Jaguar’s price range, 
since Audi sources have said their car will cost the same as a 
well-equipped A6 - or around £60k. Expect a three-motor 
set-up - one front, two rear - with a total of more than 
430bhp, along with a battery range of around 300 miles. 




VOLVO ELECTRIC SUV (2019) 

Volvo is already committed to providing plug-in hybrid 
versions of its entire line-up, but the Swedish car maker 
will also launch a fully electric model by 2019. It’s almost 
certain to be a mid-sized SUV, slotting in below the XC90 
but with a price similar to that of the Audi and Jaguar. 
Volvo’s electric SUV is expected to be based on the same 
Scalable Platform Architecture as the XC90 and use lithium 
ion battery tech to provide a range of around 325 miles. 
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Evoque Convertible’s 
soft-top can open or 
close in 21 seconds 









a 







OFFICIAL PICTURES 



Drop-top 101ns Evoque 

Range Rover Evoque Convertible will be offered with high spec and AWD only; priced from £47,500 



L and Rover has unveiled 
a convertible version of 
its biggest-selling Range 
Rover model, the Evoque, 
with the new model expected 
to add 10% to a production 
volume that currently runs at 
130,000 units a year. 

The Evoque Convertible 
will go on sale from next 
spring, with prices starting 
at £47,500. The new model 
fulfils a promise made at the 
2012 Geneva show, where 
a convertible concept was 
first unveiled. 

“We showed the Geneva 
concept to test the reaction 
of buyers and critics,” said 
design boss Gerry McGovern. 
“We viewed the model as an 
obvious progression, although 
not everyone saw it that way. 
But the overall reaction of the 
market has been very good." 

The Evoque Convertible 
will be offered only in higher 



Dynamic and Dynamic HSE 
trim levels, powered by either 
the new 178bhp 2.0-litre TD4 
Ingenium diesel or the 237bhp 
turbocharged 2.0-litre Si4 
petrol engine. 

As well as extending the 
model range, the soft-top 
introduces a new level of 
connectivity, via a system 
called InControl Touch Pro. 

The Evoque Convertible 
weighs around 270kg more 
than its fixed-head siblings. 
This is due to the extra bracing 
needed to maintain chassis 
rigidity, plus the mass of 
the powered fabric hood 
mechanism (which can open or 
close in 21 seconds at speeds 
of up to 30mph) and a pop-up 
roll bar system that deploys if 
the car is in danger of inverting 
itself in an accident. 

“You can’t just cut the roof 
off and be done with it,” said 
McGovern. “It takes a lot of 



Rear seats promise 
enough space for two 
average-sized adults 
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JLR plans £200k Bentayga rival 






llne-un 



work to get the car to a good 
standard of stiffness while 
maintaining proper package 
space. There were some 
design and engineering 
challenges in that.” 

McGovern said the car's 
proportions are “quite 
different” from those of most 
other drop-tops, because most 
convertibles' body lines are 
parallel to the road, whereas 
the Evoque’s have a strong 
upward rake to the rear. 

Evoque programme 
director Danella Bagnall said 
the Evoque Convertible has 
“substantial” reinforcement 
to the monocoque chassis 
structure near the base of the 
A-pillars and C-pillars, plus 
reinforcement of the doors to 
compensate for the absence 
of a doorframe. 

Bagnall is especially 
pleased with the “generous” 
rear passenger space, which, 



unlike most sports car-based 
convertibles, affords proper 
space for a pair of adults. 

The car’s high sides protect 
occupants against top-down 
buffeting and add a sense of 
security, she said. 

All Evoque Convertibles 
come with four-wheel drive 
and have a high level of off- 
road capability, according to 
Land Rover off-road capability 
engineer Chris Edwards. 

“People were nervous 
about how this model would 
fare, and you can understand 
why," he said. “When the first 
prototypes came out, we were 
pretty careful with them. 

We did some gentle routes at 
Eastnor Castle, where we test 
all our prototypes off road, but 
that didn't tell us much about 
how the car could perform. We 
had to up the ante quite a lot to 
find the Convertible's limits.” 
STEVE CROPLEY 



JAGUAR LAND ROVER 
bosses are actively 
considering a limited-run, 
£200, OOO-plus Range 
Rover model as part of a 
concerted effort to drive the 
brand further upmarket. 

The new model would 
put Range Rover in direct 
competition with the Bentley 
Bentayga while offering 
greater exclusivity thanks to 
production being limited to 
as few as 1000 units. 

Speaking at the launch 
of the new Range Rover 
SVAutobiography model, 
Paul Newsome, director 
of JLR’s Special Vehicle 
Operations (SVO) division, 



said he “could envisage” a 
flagship Range Rover with a 
base price of £200,000. 

“I can see something that 
would sit above the existing 
Range Rover," he said. “It 
would have to have a unique 
style and different looks." 

Newsome said he was 
thinking along the lines 
of a car that would be 
partially handmade. “You 
could imagine a car with 
aluminium panels which 
would be hand-finished and 
hand-matched,” he added. 
“Something potential buyers 
could watch being made.” 

It is understood that 
any flagship Range Rover 



would be based on the 
current model and would 
use existing V8 and V6 
hybrid powertrains. 

Newsome gave no 
indication when such a car 
might appear, or how far the 
project has progressed. 

However, insiders have 
revealed that the average 
transaction prices of the 
first wave of orders for the 
Bentayga are as high as 
£250,000, showing that 
the market for an ultra- 
luxury SUV is stronger 
than anticipated. 



» 



First drive of the SDV8 
SVAutobiography p33 



Q8A DANELLA BAGNALL, LAND ROVER EVOQUE PROGRAMMES DIRECTOR 



Danella Bagnall, director of Land Rover 
Evoque programmes, has worked on many key 
Jaguar and Land Rover models over the past 
28 years. She explains what it took to make 
the new convertible and what makes it special. 

How big a job has this been? 

“It's a major engineering challenge to make a 
convertible out of a car like the Evoque. That’s 
a very big roof you’re removing, together with 
a lot of structure. Replacing that in a way that 
delivers the required strength and torsional 
stiffness takes a lot of CAE [computer-aided 
engineering] and a lot of physical testing.’’ 

Is the convertible as durable as the coupe? 

“It wears the Range Rover badge, so it has to 



7 ✓ ^ 



be. We have high standards 
for our cars’ performance, 
both on and off road, and 
every new model has to 
achieve them. We’re calling 
this ‘the convertible for all 
seasons’. To justify a label 
like that, it has to work well in all conditions.’’ 

We know the convertible is heavier than 
other Evoques. Is it as much fun to drive? 
“We think the way it performs will be seen 
as a real surprise and delight feature. You 
have to drive the car to appreciate just what 
a special experience it is. It handles and rides 
really well, but it’s also much more spacious 
than other convertibles.’’ 
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I want a great 
deal that comes 
with a great deal 
of features. #SR7 

08:17 AM 



REPRESENTATIVE 
OVER 25 MONTHS 



YEAR 



£4,970 optional final payment 9,000 miles pa. Personal Contract Purchase. From nil deposit 



There's nothing like knowing you are getting a great deal that's why 
we created the SR7 range, Equipped with a great deal of features like 
Bluetooth®, reversing sensors, alloy wheels and a leather trimmed steering 
wheel that puts controls art your fingertips All this in our dependable littJe 
hatchback, the K\a Rio SR 7, for just £225 a month. And for an extra £99 
you can have our Care- 3 servicing package that covers your first 3 services’. 



The Power to Surprise 






Care-3 



Fuel consumption in mpg (l/100km) for Kia Rio 'SR7' 3-door: Urban 448 (6 3). Extra Urban 67 3 (4.2), Combined 56.5 (5 0), CO 2 emissions 

1 1 5g/km . MPG ftgur« art official £U last figures for comparative pur poses and may not reflect real eHvlng results Offer Is available or> Kla Rio 'SR7' between 01/10/1 5 and 30/11/1 5 Inclusive 
You will nut own the nhkdfl untti all payments an made At the end of the agreement there are 3 options (i) Renew: Part exchange the vehicle* (ii) Retain: Pay the Optional Final Payment to own 
the vehicle or Oil) Return the vehtde Further charges may be made subject to mileage and condition of the vehicle. Excess mileage charge 14 9p per mile Subject to status T&Cs apply IBs or 
over Guaranteefindemnlty may be required Kla Motors Finance RH1 15R Model shown: Kla Rio "SRr 3 door 1 25 B4bhp 5 soeed manual at £10,545 including £ 1 .000 customer saving Non offer 
price £1 1,845 Customer savings vary by model derivattve Specif icatlon is subject to change without notice *Kia Care 3 for £99 must be activated within 30 days of vehicle registration Care 3 
is the Kia Servicing Package that covers recommended manufacturers servicing T8Cs apply Offer not available with any other offer Retail sales only Details correct at t>me of go<ng to press 
7 year/ 1 00,000 mile manufacturer's warranty For full terms and exclusions visit www kla co ufc The Bluetooth" word mark and logoare registered trademarks and owned by the Bluetooth SlG, Inc 






Fuel cell GLC due in 2017 

Mercedes confirms it’s readying a hydrogen fuel cell version of its mid-sized SUV 



M ercedes-Benz is on 

track to launch its first 
commercially available 
hydrogen fuel cell model 
within the next two years. 

Thomas Weber, Mercedes’ 
head of research and 
development, told Autocar 
the company had finalised the 
engineering parameters for the 
new model, which is rumoured 
to be based around the recently 
introduced GLC. 

“We are targeting a 
combined range for the fuel 
cell and battery of up to 



600km [373 miles], along 
with a refuelling time for 
the hydrogen tanks of three 
minutes," Weber said. 

The new model is set to 
be called the GLC F-Cell. It is 
scheduled to be unveiled at 
the Frankfurt motor show in 
2017 and reach showrooms the 
following year. It’s expected 
to be offered to customers in 
selected markets on either 
a monthly lease or outright 
purchase programme. The 
price is expected to be 
around £50,000. 



Competitors for the GLC 
F-Cell include the recently 
introduced Toyota Mirai and 
Honda FCV Clarity. A further 
hydrogen-propelled rival is 
expected to come from BMW, 
which recently confirmed plans 
to launch its first fuel cell 
model by 2020. 

Despite basing earlier fuel 
cell prototypes on the B-Class, 
Weber said the continued high 
cost of the fuel stack makes 
a hydrogen fuel cell model 
commercially viable only in 
higher classes. 



He said: “The technology 
has matured greatly in recent 
years, with improved packaging 
and efficiency, but it remains 
in its infancy and is still quite 
expensive by conventional 
driveline standards." 

Among the components 
planned to appear in the new 
model is a new fuel cell stack. 

As in the earlier B-Class 
F-Cell prototype, it is planned 
to be mounted in the space 
usually dedicated to the GLC’s 
combustion engine. 

GREG KABLE 



New battery boosts BMW lift range 

BMW IS SET to extend the compared with just under 

range of its electric-powered 200 miles now. 
i3 with the introduction of The i3 will also get an 

what sources close to the upgraded electronics 

German car maker describe package that features new 

as an “optimised driveline" software mapping for the 

that draws on battery battery cooling system and 

efficiency gains developed the electric motor, 

since its launch in 2013. The revised battery pack 

The i3 will receive a new will be fitted to not only the 

lithium ion battery with all-electric i3 but also the 

the same 22kWh (18.7kWh i3 Range Extender, which 

usable) capacity as that uses a small two-cylinder 

used today but a higher petrol engine to produce 

power density for a longer electricity on the run. 

range. The move is claimed to The new battery will also 

extend its range to well over be available as a retro-fit 

124 miles in real-world use, option for existing i3s. 




THIS WEEK 




RENAULT-NISSAN 
Alliance boss Carlos Ghosn 
expects the European market 
recovery to continue into 
next year, albeit at a reduced 
pace. “The near 8% growth 
this year has caught us by 
surprise,” he said. “Next 
year we are predicting a 
prudent 2% growth, but that 
is sustainable and still below 
where we were pre-crash. 
There is scope for more.” 



AROUND 10% OF Skoda’s 
latest Fabias are being sold 
with the Colour Concept, 
which allows buyers to choose 
a contrasting shade on the 
roof. The firm expects the 
recently launched Fabia Monte 
Carlo to account for a further 
10% of the car’s total volumes. 




“PEOPLE WERE 
surprised when they saw the 
architecture,” said Jaguar 
vehicle line director Kevin 
Stride about the flexibility of 
the firm’s new underpinnings. 
“It can do a small to mid-sized 
saloon up to an SUV,” he said. 
“We’ll keep our cards close to 
our chest [on what models 
we’ll do], but it’s modular, so 
we can do other concepts - 
big, small, or wide. ” 

THE NEW MERCEDES- 
AMG C63 Coupe has entirely 
different rear suspension 
from its saloon counterpart. 
The advanced new multi- 
link set-up is also likely to be 
used in modified form for 
the forthcoming, four-wheel- 
drive-only E63, which is likely 
to break cover in 2017. 



THE NEWTOYOTAPrius 
is being offered in a new 
colour, Thermotect Lime 
Green, which helps to prevent 
overheating of the vehicle 
surface. The colour base 
includes titanium oxide to 
reflect infrared rays. In tests, 
Toyota found it was more 
effective than white paint. 



GOODWOOD TICKETS ON SALE 

Tickets to the 2016 Goodwood Festival of Speed 
and Revival have gone on sale. The Festival 
of Speed takes place on 23-26 June and the 
Revival 9-11 September. The theme of this year’s 
festival will be revealed in the coming weeks. 




CX-9 AT LA BUT NOT FOR UK 

The Mazda CX-9 will make its debut at the LA 
show, but the large SUV is not destined for the 
UK. The CX-9 will most likely be offered with a 
single petrol engine and is said to feature styling 
inspiration from the Koeru concept car. 
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MADE IN SWEDEN. TUNED FOR BRITAIN. 

THE VOIVO V40 R-DESIGN. 



British roads are different from 
Swedish roads. That's why we tested and 
tuned the V4G R-Design's suspension 
here in Britain. It puts you in total control, 
straightening out the toughest of 
hairpin toms and taming even the 
meanest of speed bumps. 



BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY 

ATVOLVQCAR5.CO,UK 






Personal Contract Purchase Representative 
Example: V40 T2 R- Design Rebel Blue 



48 Monthly payments 


£269 


Customer deposit 


£269 


Finance deposit contribution £750 


Representative APR 


4.94b APR 


On the road price* 


£19,86250 


Total amount of credit 


£1 8,643.50 


interest chargee 


£2,71850 


Total amount payable 


£22.581 


Optional final payment 


£8,650 


Duration of agreement (months) 49 


fixed rate of interest pa. 


2.52% 


Mileage par annum 


8,000 


Excess mileage charge 


1 4.9 p per mite 




Official fuel consumption for the Vofvo V40 T2 R-Oesign (manual) in MPG (l/IOOkm): Urban 38,7 (7.3} a Extra Urban G2.8 (4.5} s Combined 51.4 (5.5). 
COs Emissions 127g/km. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. 
Fijwh* subject to status. Retail sales only. ‘Subject to w*^iity*ipartopattng (ten Jen on#y on njg 'iteired betw*enG 5/10/1 Seoo 31 /I 2/1 6. At the end of the egieonwit there eie 3 opbora: ( 1 ) Rjenew Rrt exdwtga the 

vehtde, [> j> Return: Pay Optional Fmil Rsymant to awn ti^o -ce of tnO Return ihe Further rttirges may be made subject to the condition or mloigo of the vehida, Terms ax’d conditions apply. Applicants must be 1 S or nor, 

be iwjijired. Vaiwj Car Credit RH1 1$R You will not own tfr* vahtet* until all payment! art mad a. The wvto offer t* only appHcaute when purchasing <?n\fetaQ Advantage Person, a! Contract Purchase 
on vehicles ordered between 01/1 0/1 E? and 3 1 /1 2/ 1 5. Services must be earned out at a tato Authorised E^oairer. Retail offer only, E x du d es fleet operators and business users. See vokjcmrscouk for full inns and conditions. 




Hyundai will turn Genesis into a separate luxury brand, like Lexus, with a six-model line-up planned 



H yundai has announced 
it will split the Genesis 
name away from the rest 
of its range to create a 
new luxury brand. 

The new Genesis luxury 
division will have six models 
on sale by 2020: a crossover, 
an SUV, a coupe and three 
saloons, one of which will be a 
replacement for the Genesis 
currently on sale in the UK. 

The saloons comprise a 
range-topping G90, which 
is bigger than the current 
Genesis, a G80 (likely to be the 
Genesis saloon replacement) 
and a smaller G70. 

No names have been 
announced for the other three 
models, but a hint at the coupe 
and the design flavour for the 
new marque was recently 
provided by the handsome 



Vision G concept, which made 
its debut at Pebble Beach in 
August this year. 

There’s no insight yet on 
the size and positioning of the 
crossover and SUV, but they’re 
likely to be larger models. Luc 
Donckerwolke has been head- 
hunted from Bentley as design 
chief for the Genesis division. 

The range is primarily being 
developed for sale in Korea, 
the US and China, “which 
will get all six models”, said 
Hyundai Motor UK boss Tony 
Whitehorn. “But the UK is 
more difficult because it is 
full of heritage. The three 
German brands - Audi, BMW 
and Mercedes - and Jaguar 
Land Rover dominate. It’s 
quite a challenge.” 

Lexus has had some success 
as a new-entry luxury brand, 



he noted, but mainly in the US. 

Whitehorn said: “We will 
wait and see, and carry on with 
the single Genesis model. If we 
do right-hand-drive versions, 
it has to be viable worldwide.” 
That would mean offering the 
models in Japan, Australia and 
India, for instance, to generate 
sufficient sales volume to 
make the extra engineering 
worthwhile. There are no plans 
for a diesel engine, which is 
currently essential for Europe. 

“But if there’s a convergence 
towards hybrid powertrains, 
it gets more interesting,” 
he said. “The profitability is 
better if they’re only hybrids.” 
For now, “there are no plans 
for the UK for the Genesis 
division. When the next model 
comes out, we’ll take a view”. 
RICHARD BREMNER 




VW Group design chief de Silva poised to retire 




VOLKSWAGEN GROUP design 
boss Walter de Silva is set to 
retire at the end of the month. 

The 64-year-old designer 
will leave after 17 years at the 
VW Group, a period that has 
included stints as design chief 
of Audi, Lamborghini and Seat. 
He has led the group’s overall 
design since 2007. 

A replacement for de Silva, 
who is also well known from a 
12-year stint at Alfa Romeo in 
the 1980s and 1990s, has not 
yet been announced. 

However, de Silva - a close 
confidant of former VW Group 
CEO Martin Winterkorn - may 



not be replaced full time as 
VW looks to trim costs in the 
aftermath of the ‘dieselgate’ 
emissions scandal. 

De Silva will retain an 
advisory role at the VW Group 
after he leaves. 

Highlights of de Silva’s 
career include the Alfa Romeo 
156 and 147, the 2002 Seat 
Ibiza and 2005 Leon, the 
second-generation Audi TT, the 
first R8, the Mk7 Volkswagen 
Golf and the Up city car. 

Announcing de Silva’s 
retirement, new VW Group CEO 
Matthias Muller paid tribute 
to the design chief’s work. 
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NEW AURIS DESIGN 



0% APR 



representative* 




£750 towards 
your deposit 

Reversing 

camera 

Multimedia system 
with Bluetooth 






TOYOTA 



ALWAYS A 

BETTER WAY 




NOVU EVEN 
BETTER LOOKING, 
AT 0% APR 

representative* 



5 t 2015 Auris Design 5 door l t 2 V/VT-i Manual Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg <l/100km); Urban 43.5 (6.5), Extra Urban 58,9 
tovota (4.8), Combined 523 (5.4). CO* Emissions 125g/km. The mpg and C0 Z figures quoted are sourced from official EU regulated test results. 

These are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. Modal shoum is 2015 Auris Design 5 door 
1.2 WT'I Manual at £l9 f 495. Price excludes metallic paint at €495. Prices correct at rime of going to press/print. *0% APR Representative available on new retail orders of 
Auris (excluding Active Grade) when ordered between 1st October and 17th December 2015 and registered and financed through Toyota Financial Services by 31st March 2015 on a 42 month 
AccessToyota (PCP) plan with 0-32% deposit. * Payment shown is based on a 42 month AccessToyota contract with OJ23.51 customer deposit, £750 Finance Deposit Allowance and Guaranteed 
Future Value/Opttonal Final Payment, Toyota Financial Services <UK) PlX: registered office Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey, KTIBSUZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority, Indemnities may be required, Finance subject to status to over IBs. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer, Excess miles over contracted 
charged at &p per mile. Toyota Centres are Independent of Toyota Financial Services. Terms and conditions apply. Affordable finance through AccessToyota. 5 year /1OO,OO0 mile manufacturer 
warranty subject to terms and conditions. 











M azda has unveiled two 
MX-5 concepts at the 
SEMAshowinLas 
Vegas: the Speedster 
andtheSpyder. 

Both concepts feature 
a comprehensive list of 
“conceptual and aftermarket" 
parts, in keeping with the 
theme of the SEM A show. 

The MX-5 Speedster takes 
its inspiration from speedster- 
style cars from the 1950s, 
and the Spyder is a modern 
reworking of the classic look 
from the same era. 

The MX-5 Spyder’s cabin 
features handmade leather 
interior trim, and its silver 
paint, passenger seat cover 
and rear deck are bespoke. It 



sits on 17in alloy wheels and has 
carbonfibre exterior trim. 

The Speedster is designed 
to showcase weight-saving 
techniques. The biggest 
change is the absence of a 
windscreen; a lighter wind 
deflector features in its place. 
The concept has also been 
lowered by 30mm, thanks to 
new adjustable suspension. 

The Speedster’s rear deck 
has roll bars that blend in to 
buttresses on the bootlid, and 
it doesn’t have a roof. 

Mazda has replaced the 
standard car’s doors and seats 
with new units made from 
carbonfibre, as well as fitting 
custom 16in alloy wheels. 

The Speedster weighs 



973kg - significantly less than 
the 1057kg of the standard 
MX-5. The Spyder weighs 
1043kg. Each of the concepts is 
powered by the 2.0-litre engine 
offered in the standard MX-5. 

Both cars follow the same 
lightweight approach as the 
previous-generation MX-5 
Superlight concept, revealed 
in 2009. However, Mazda 
emphasises that these cars are 
“two vastly different takes on 
the fourth-generation MX-5". 

Mazda design manager 
Ken Saward said: “Both MX-5 
Spyder and MX-5 Speedster 
are uncompromising designs 
that highlight the core 
strengths of MX-5." 

JIMI BECKWITH 




Optima loses root as Kla reveals four concepts 




KIA HAS SHOWCASED a 
four-door open-top Optima as 
one of its four concepts at the 
SEMA show in Las Vegas. 

The A1A Optima has been 
inspired by the state of 
Florida and is named after the 
300-mile highway that runs 
alongside the ocean. 

It has a sliced top and a 
shortened windscreen, with 
steel reinforcements added 
into the body so as not to 
compromise structural rigidity 
too much. The concept’s most 
striking feature is its rear- 
hinged ‘suicide’ rear doors. 

A turquoise paint finish and 



20in alloy wheels complete 
the exterior look of the A1A 
Optima, which is powered 
by a 245bhp turbocharged 
four-cylinder engine. 

The A1A Optima rides lower 
than the standard Optima 
saloon on which it is based, 
thanks to its Ksport-supplied 
coil-over sports suspension. 

Inside, there are cream 
leather seats and plenty of 
titanium trim. 

Kia’s SEMA stand also 
featured the PacWest 
Adventure Sorento, which is 
said to be inspired by the forests 
of the Pacific Northwest. It has 



a special camouflage paint 
scheme and a rugged exterior 
look, including large all-road 
tyres and raised suspension. 

For another new concept, 
the Photo Safari Sedona, 
a Sedona MPV has been 
converted into a pick-up truck. 
It does away with the standard 
model’s eight seats and instead 
has just two, the remaining 
space being converted into a 
mobile photo editing studio. 

Kia’s final new SEMA model 
was the Forte Koup Mud 
Bogger, an exclusive off-road 
version of the Forte Koup, 
complete with a Dakar look. 



PERFORMANCE PACK FOR GT-R 



Nissan has unveiled a new N Attack performance 
package for the GT-R super-coupe. Developed 
at the Nurburgring, the N Attack package offers 
suspension and bodywork upgrades, a larger 
rear spoiler and heavily bolstered bucket seats. 




DODGE CHALLENGER GOES 4WD 

Chrysler tuning arm Mopar has unveiled an 
all-wheel-drive Dodge Challenger. It is based on 
the GT version and gets a wide body kit, front 
splitter, rear spoiler and 20in wheeels. Its 5.7-litre 
Hemi V8 puts out around 440bhp and 4501b ft. 
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V w rocked by CO2 revelations 

Beleaguered firm says CO 2 and economy figures of 800,000 petrol and diesel cars were set too low 



T he Volkswagen Group has 
been plunged into further 
crisis after admitting that 
up to 800,000 petrol and 
diesel-engined cars have had 
their CO 2 and fuel economy 
ratings wrongly certified. 

In a statement, VW said: 
“Under the ongoing review of 
all processes and workflows 
in connection with diesel 
engines, it was established 
that the CO 2 levels and thus 
the fuel consumption figures 
for some models were set too 
low during the CO 2 certification 
process. The majority of the 
vehicles concerned have 
diesel engines.” 

VW pledged to “immediately 
start a dialogue with the 
responsible type approval 
agencies regarding the 
consequences of these 
findings". The statement also 
described the situation as a 
“not yet fully explained issue". 

A spokesman has confirmed 
that the latest scandal affects 
Audi, Seat, Skoda and VW 
cars with what are described 
as “small" engines. Reports 
suggest that cars powered 
by the 1.4-litre four-cylinder 
petrol engine with cylinder 
deactivation technology are 
affected. Further reports 



suggest that VW Bluemotion 
models with three and four- 
cylinder diesel engines are 
also affected. 

The company said it has 
set aside €2 billion (£1.4bn) 
to cover the cost of this 
latest revelation, although it 
cautioned that it would need 
to consult officials before 
fully understanding the legal 
and economic implications of 
the discovery. It has not said 
whether it will compensate 
owners of affected cars. 

Following the latest 
revelations in the emissions 
scandal, the price of VW shares 
dropped dramatically, wiping 
more than €4bn off the value 
of the company. Preference 
shares in Volkswagen were 
also down by more than 8%. 
Analysts have said the scandal 
could eventually cost VW up 
to €35bn, or two-thirds of its 
current market value. 

Volkswagen Group CEO 
Matthias Muller said: “From 
the very start, I have pushed 
hard for the relentless and 
comprehensive clarification 
of events. We will stop at 
nothing and nobody. This is a 
painful process, but it is our 
only alternative. For us, the 
only thing that counts is the 



truth. That is the basis for the 
fundamental realignment that 
Volkswagen needs. The board 
of management of Volkswagen 
AG deeply regrets this situation 
and wishes to underscore 
its determination to 
systematically continue along 
the present path of clarification 
and transparency." 

Muller emphasised that the 
safety of the cars affected is in 
no way compromised. 



Meanwhile, the supervisory 
board of the VW Group issued a 
separate statement expressing 
alarm at the latest discovery. 

It said: “The supervisory board 
is deeply concerned by the 
discovery of irregularities 
found when determining CO 2 
levels for the type approval of 
Volkswagen Group vehicles. 
The supervisory board and 
the special committee set up 
for the purpose of clarification 



will meet in the near future to 
consult on further measures 
and consequences. The 
supervisory board will 
continue to ensure swift and 
meticulous clarification. The 
latest findings must be an 
incentive for the supervisory 
board and the board of 
management to do their 
utmost to resolve irregularities 
and rebuild trust." 

JIM HOLDER 



UK sales in first dip since 2012 




MONTHLY NEW CAR 
registrations in the UK 
dropped for the first time in 
more than three and a half 
years last month as market 
growth levelled off. 

Figures released by 
the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders 
(SMMT) show that 177,664 
cars were registered in 
October, compared with 
179,714 in October 2014 - 
a fall of 1.1% and the first 
drop following a record 43 
months’ consecutive growth. 

The market share for 
diesel-fuelled cars also fell 
by 0.5% compared with the 



same month in 2014, 
and has dropped by 
1.7% in total for the 
year to date compared 
with the corresponding 
10 months last year. 

Registrations of 
petrol cars rose by 
0.2% last month, 
however, and are up by 
a full 1% for the year to date. 

However, there is a mixed 
picture for the brands 
within the Volkswagen 
Group, suggesting that 
brand confidence hasn’t 
necessarily been hit by the 
ongoing scandal. 

Volkswagen’s market 



share compared with 
October 2014 decreased 
by 9.84% last month, but 
rivals Ford and Vauxhall also 
posted market share losses. 

Audi enjoyed a mild uplift 
in market share of 2.24%, 
but Skoda was down by 
3.03% and Seat by 32.23%. 
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Bentley rols out 
Conti GT on MSB 



A DEVELOPMENT MULE 
for the next Bentley 
Continental GT has been 
spied testing before the 
finished car arrives in 
showrooms in early 2017. 

The new Conti GT marks 
a big step for Bentley, as it 
takes the car off a relatively 
elderly platform and onto 
an all-new architecture. 
Called MSB, the new set 
of chassis components 
has been developed under 
the guidance of Porsche 
and will be used, in a 
lengthened form, on the 
next Panamera. 

That explains the curious 
test mule in our image: it’s 
clearly a shortened version 
of an existing Panamera 
bodyshell, albeit with 
altered ride height and 
a front end designed to 
test the Bentley’s engine 



cooling configuration. 

MSB development has 
also included new V6 and 
V8 turbocharged petrol 
engines, so the Continental 
is likely to get a major 
shake-up in its engine line- 
up. It’s understood that 
the British brand will resist 
the idea of a V6 but that a 
new turbocharged V8 will 
replace the existing unit. 

Porsche is also said to 
have 'package protected’ 
MSB to allow it to use 
Bentley’s W12 engine, 
ensuring that range- 
topping Continental GTs 
will continue to use further 
developments of that 
powerplant. The switch 
to MSB also opens up the 
possibility of a Continental 
GT hybrid, since that type 
of powertrain will be offered 
on the Panamera. 




XC40 here in 2019 



AN EARLY TEST mule for 
the Volvo XC40 small SUV 
has been spotted. 

Based on the current V40, 
thejacked-up engineering 
mule features larger wheels 
and extended wheel arches, 
suggesting it is testing running 
gear for the smallest member 
of Volvo’s SUV family, which is 
due to arrive before 2019. 

Speaking to Autocar earlier 
this year, Volvo boss Hakan 
Samuelsson confirmed that 



development of the XC40 
would take around four years 
and that it will be part of a Volvo 
line-up that, spearheaded by 
the XC90, will be all new within 
four and a half years. 

Plans for the XC40 were 
unearthed late last year, when 
Samuelsson said the new small 
SUV was a top priority for Volvo 
once it had finished renewing 
its existing ranges, although 
the model is not due until after 
that has happened. 




Tester’s Notes 

Matt Prior 



THIS WEEK 



I have a theory. Regular 
readers will be unsurprised 
to learn this, but when you 
drive 60,000 miles a year 
and Test Match Special has 
a limited listening window, 
theories come easily. And they 
come about through observing 
how well - or rather how badly 
- other people drive. 

Mostly people drive 
pretty well, considering how 
inadequately most people are 
trained. They follow the right 
lanes, they give way, they wave 
to say thank you when you let 
them out of turnings. But, as you 
will know, it’s far from a given. 
Some people drive horribly. 

My theory is that these people 
don’t just drive badly, they do 
everything badly. Those who 
dawdle, fail to indicate, sit in the 
middle lane or have no sense of 
spatial awareness are the same 
ones who suddenly stop, in the 
middle of a supermarket aisle 
or pavement, without regard for 
those around them. Annoying, 
but not consciously belligerent. 



Most people 
drive pretty well, 
considering now 
inadequately 
most people 
are trained 

Worse are those who try 
to gain a blatant advantage. 

Not a subtle “if I discreetly put 
myself in this lane now then I’ll 
be better off half a mile down 
the road” advantage, but an 
“I know it’s a line of moving 
traffic filtering past a slower 
one, but I’ll weave out of this 
lane, make up a space and pull 
dangerously back in to make up 
a few nanoseconds” advantage. 
I’m convinced they are the same 
people who push into queues 
elsewhere, or - my pet hate - 
appear on flights with hand 



baggage that’s clearly too big 
and heavy to be hand baggage 
and then expect to find a space 
for it. In the interests of research 
and when time allows, I’ll follow 
a bad driver and note what else 
they do, then report back. I don’t 
think this constitutes stalking. 
But I suppose we’ll see. 

I should do it while I can, 
of course, because there 
will come a time when cars 
drive themselves, then it’ll 
be impossible to tell whether 
people are inconsiderate or not 
by the way they drive. It’ll be 
like the time the Ford Escort 
died and the Focus arrived: you 
could tell somebody didn’t care 
much about driving and should 
be steered around if they drove 
a late-model Escort (earlier 
models excepted, naturally), but 
the Focus was such a good car 
that it was also bought by people 
who liked driving and were good 
at it. All terribly confusing. 

For now, I think the theory 
stands. If you should avoid them 
on the road, you should probably 
avoid them everywhere. 

# Last week we may have 
quoted Ford’s handling 
engineer, David Put, as saying 
he “worked his ass off’ to make 
the forthcoming Focus RS steer 
from the rear as well as it does. 

I’d like to apologise for our 
use of grossly inappropriate 
language. We shouldn’t have 
used the word ‘ass’. The correct 
term, of course, is ‘arse’. 




matt.prior@autocar.co.uk @matty_prior A 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 



Skoda 




v \ REASONS TO BUY A NEW /. 




: SKODA FAB I A i 

't \- 

£500 

towards your deposit 



0% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 

wtth Solutions Personal Contract Plan* 



£99 

per month 



Visit skoda.co.uk/offers 



WHAT CAR? 



Car of the 
Year 2015 

j tanewmw 



WHATCAR? 



Car of the 
Year 2015 



•At the and of tho agreement there art throe options; 1) own th* vehkle; pay the optional final payment- ll| return the vehicle: subject to fair wear and tear, charges may 
apply; m lllj replace ; part enchase the vshlefe 

Available on Solutions Personal Contract Plan with deposits from 0-3D%.To achieve the monthly payment advertised a £4393, 9R deposit Is required Deposit shown may be higher 
than the minimum? a lower deposit will result In Increased monthly payments. Based on a 4? month. 10.000 miles pee annum agreement. IBs and over. Subject to availability. 
Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Excess mileage charges of 4 4p per mile apply Offer available when ordered by 3fct December £015 from participating 
Retailers Offers are not available In conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time of publication [11/2015^ Freepost SKODA 
Financial Services, Model shown Is SKODA FabLa Hatch Monte Carlo TO MR, Total OTR pdce is EK645. Model shown is not UK specification- 

Official fuel consumption for the Fabia Hatch range in mpg (litresflOOkm); Urban 46.3 (6.1) - 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 67.3 
(4.2) - 911 (3,1); Combined 58.9 (4.8) - 83.1 (3.4), CO, emissions for the Fabia range are 110 - 86 g/km. Standard EU Test 
figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Standard EU Test figures for comparative 
purposes and may not reflect real driving results, 






A Week In Cars 



THIS WEEK 






Steve Cropley 



Squeaky-clean VW 





e-Up is enjoyable to 
drive and practical 



pony car’s wheel, following 
Matt Saunders’ typically well- 
expressed comments: “Ford’s 
inbound American hot rod 
handles British roads well 
enough, but leaves tyre marks 
across your imagination.” 
Better still, he pronounces 
the ’Stang “almost good enough 
to match much more expensive 
rivals, but the low-speed ride 
needs work”. Delighted with 
both conclusions, because I was 
first to drive this car in America 
last year, and these were my 
own thoughts. Knowing that 
the car works in the UK would 
put it right at the top of my £34k 
shopping list - if I had one. 

THURSDAY 

I’ve seen the Bond movie now. 
Great car chases, although 



I can’t help thinking the 
Jaguar C-X75 isn’t sufficiently 
celebrated. Perhaps it was in 
Aston’s contract. Anyway, to be 
sure I’m right, we’re seeing it 
again at the weekend. 

One vehicle that gives a fine 
account of itself- again - is 
the Land Rover Defender, one 
of the most-researched vehicles 
in classifieds everywhere. 
Within an hour of our return 
from the cinema, I found 
myself surveying a prime, 
30-year-old 90 V8 (restored), 
now nearly double the original 
price at £17,500. 

However, I was much more 
attracted to a dented but 
healthy 20-year-old 110 County, 
powered by the much-praised 
300 TDi and with ‘only’ 170,000 
miles on the clock, at £6k. Its 
purveyor, a respected dealer, 
reckoned a recent thorough 
service made it “a very sound 
base for any use”. 



Seems only corrosion can kill 
these amazing vehicles, and 
even that can now be beaten. 

FRIDAY 

Can’t help wondering what I’d 
be thinking if, like thousands 
of people, I had a VW Group 
car ‘affected’ in the emissions 
kerfuffle. The swirling 
confusion of those in this 
position is abundantly 
clear via social media. 

Latest trends seem to be 
either to want to shoot the 
piano player (one of my dafter 
Twitter followers hopes VW 
will remember the behaviour of 
sanctimonious hacks - like me 
- in order to punish them when 
it’s over) or to slip into ‘my Golf 
is fine as it is’ mode. Both are 
understandable but not right. 

Funnily enough, the latest 
revelations about too -optimistic 
CO 2 claims for many VW petrol 
and diesel engines might help. 



MONDAY 

Feeling curiously detached 
and rather pious on holiday 
this week in the Cotswolds, 
because I’m floating about 
in an all- electric Volkswagen 
e-Up, the one VW about which 
unhappy stuff is unlikely to be 
abruptly revealed. It’s a terrific 
car, and ultra-practical now we 
have the proper Chargemaster 
arrangement in our garage. 
However, plans to do a 190-mile 
round trip in it to London (Bond 
movie, don’t you know) hit the 
buffers because I don’t yet have 
an Ecotricity account, and these 
are the guys whose ‘electricity 
pumps’ I’d need to use in the 
motorway service areas. 

It has only just dawned on 
me that the 80% fast charge 
you can get from one of these 
gizmos is, at present, delivered 
free. Ecotricity and its green-as- 
grass founder, Dale Vince, say 
it’s their way of giving electric 
cars a foothold in our market. 
I’ve applied for a card online, 
and it’s supposed only to take a 
couple of days to arrive, so next 
time we speak I’ll know more. 

TUESDAY 

Reasons why it’s stupid to go 
on holiday, No 483: Autocar’s 
tyre smokers tested the Ford 



The dealer said a 
recent thorough 
service made 
the Defender 
a very sound 
base for any use' 

Mustang V8 this week, and 
since I’m away, swiping the 
test car for an hour is out of the 
question. Still, I know from 
the report that popped into my 
phone earlier today that several 
thousand British hearts are now 
beating faster in anticipation 
of slipping behind the latest 



And another thing... 

Reviewing my Tokyo pics, 

I found this one of a robot 
Yamaha motorcycle tester, 
being taught to ride as fast 
as Rossi to pinpoint - and 
subsequently simplify - 
the most difficult areas 
of riding a motorbike. If it 
works, they'll be building 
tin car testers next. 



steve.cropley@autocar.co.uk 



@StvCr 
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QUICK FACTS 

PRICE £88,245 
ON SALE NOW 




6.11.15, Germany There's more power, more torque and more controversy as Porsche finally 
fits not one but two turbochargers to the volume-selling 911 Carrera and Carrera S models 








?. flN*! 














4 changes, including a reprofiled 
front bumper with air ducts that close 
above lOmph and then open again at 
106mph. The shape of the headlights 
remains the same, but revised lenses 
and xenon projectors give a more 
distinctive graphic. Further back, the 
door mirrors adopt an LED indicator 
function, the door handles and rear 
spoiler feature new designs and the 
rear bumper gets cooling ducts to 
extract hot air from the engine bay. 

Inside, a new Communication 
Management system features a 7.0in 
touchscreen with Google Earth 
and Google Street View-supported 
navigation, WLAN connectivity and 
Apple CarPlay compatibility. There’s 
also the choice between a standard 
375mm-diameter and an optional 
360mm-diameter steering wheel. 

It’s hard to believe Porsche could 
have made the 911 Carrera S any more 
exciting to drive, but it has. Okay, 
the new engine lacks the induction 
hum and hard mechanical edge that 
made the old unit so invigorating, 
but the turbocharged mill more than 
makes up for that with the sheer 



ease of driveability and accessibility 
of its performance. 

At start-up, the initial timbre of the 
exhaust note is uncannily similar to 
that of the old powerplant. But nudge 
the throttle and the turbocharged 
unit isn’t quite as rabid in its action as 
we’d become accustomed to with the 
naturally breathing engine. 

At low speeds in town, it requires 
fewer revs to pull taller gears. The 
new-found flexibility is one of the 
defining divergences between old 
and new, endowing the 911 Carrera S 
with a far more relaxed gait. And 
with the torque arriving so much 
earlier, there’s no pressing need to 
keep the engine stoked in the lower 
ratios to ensure solid acceleration. 

That’s not to say any of the 
enjoyment has been taken away; the 
impressive response of the engine 
and the way it propels you up the road 
on a wide-open throttle make every 
interaction memorable. A good deal 
of the engagement comes through the 
extraordinarily linear power delivery, 
something that shows up particularly 
when you call up a tall gear and rely 



on the prodigious torque to haul you 
briskly along. 

The Carrera S also benefits from 
changes made to its optional PDK 
dual-clutch automatic gearbox. With 
a new dual-mass flywheel to help 
dampen vibration, revised ratios and 
new software, it shifts with greater 
urgency and smoothness, both 
in automatic and manual modes. 

The most significant development, 



A good deal of 
the engagement 
comes through the 
extraordinarily linear 
power delivery 
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though, is the change in direction 
of the gear selection via the lever. As 
with the unit used by the 911 GT3, 
you now pull back to select a higher 
gear and push forward to change 
down. Alternatively, you can shift via 
the steering wheel-mounted paddles. 

The improvement in shift quality 
is most apparent on part-throttle 
loads at lower speeds, but there’s also 
a perceptible improvement in the 




The braking performance is excellent 



overall speed of the shifts performed 
under full load at higher revs. 

Although the new Carrera S 
weighs 45kg more than the old 
model, at 1460kg with the optional 
PDK ’box, Porsche claims the car is 
0.2sec faster than its predecessor 
from 0-62mph, with a time of just 
3.9sec. Top speed is also extended by 
2mph, to a new maximum of 190mph. 

The lift in performance is 
accompanied by a significant 
improvement in economy. Porsche 
claims combined consumption of 
36.7mpg for the Carrera S with the 
PDK gearbox - a 4.2mpg boost - 
while CO 2 emissions have fallen from 
an earlier 205g/km to just 174g/km. 

In a move that extends the 911 
Carrera’s dynamic envelope, the 
S model now receives Porsche 
Active Suspension Management as 
standard. The car also sits 10mm 
lower than its predecessor, while 
optional sports suspension, as fitted 
to our test car, provides an additional 
10mm lowering of ride height. 

The steering is superb, delivering 
added feel and engaging weighting. 



The car is also better tied down 
than before, with flatter and more 
progressive body movements, while 
braking performance is tremendous. 
We’ll need more seat time to fully 
understand the new set-up, but the 
Carrera S is now also compliant 
enough to allow it to deal with 
most surfaces without ever feeling 
uncompromising. It’s still resolutely 
firm, but it now rides with greater 
aplomb, both at lower speeds in town 
and at speed out on the open road. 

Throughout its illustrious history, 
the 911 has adopted various changes 
that have made it better and more 
exhilarating to drive. The purists 
will be up in arms at the prospect of 
a turbocharged engine, but as with 
all the other changes made down 
through the years, it is progress, and 
that’s what we have with the Carrera 
S. This new model has taken a big 
step forward. It is now more rounded 
than ever, more powerful and more 
economical. Importantly, though, it 
is still as invigorating as ever to drive. 
And that is what really counts. 

GREG KABLE 




PORSCHE 911 CARRERAS PDK 

As great to drive as ever and 
mostly enhanced, not hampered, by 
turbos. An outstanding sports car 

★★★★★ 



Price 

Engine 


£88,245 

6 cyls horizontally opposed, 
2981cc, twin-turbo, petrol 


Power 


414bhp at 6500rpm 


Torque 


3691b ft at 1700rpm 


Kerb weight 


1460kg 


Gearbox 


7-spd dual-clutch automatic 


0 - 62 mph 


3.9sec 


Top speed 


190mph 


Economy 


36.7mpg (combined) 


C02/taxband 


174g/km, 29% 
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pe li g cot c o u k/of fa rs 




108 FOR YOUR HEART 

3 YEARS INSURANCE 
FOR YOUR HEAD 



AVAILABLE 
FROM AGE 18 



YEARS 

INSURANCE* 



49% APR 



Peugeot's Just Add Fuel* Lets you drive away o new Peugeot 108 from age 18, including those without o no claim discount. 
One monthly payment covers the car, warranty, servicing, car tax, roadside assistance and most importantly, insurance. 



peuceot O fficial Fuel Consumption in MPG {l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 108 Range are: Urban 
52 3 - 56 5 (5 4 - 5 0), Extra Urban 74 3 - 78 5 (3 8 - 3 6), Combined 65 7-68 9 (4 3 - 4 1) and C02 99 - 95 (g/km) 

MPG figures arc achieved under official [UtBiieardiljens,, intended as* guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual an the read driving conditions *4 941 APR representative up to 97 manats Terms and coodifhoni apply, poriic»poting 
d«4l«T| only or visit p#iryeo< CO \* k Motor Company PUT I* acting gi q crqd it broker 0 td not 4 lander To ftnqnca your pyrehov-e *t W> J only !ntroA«a you to Peugeot Financial Services, the end U* Me provider qF Just Add Fuel A guarantee may 

required F Inq nte prtw ded by fled wt liter* quotation* avaHobb* t ram PSA Flrwnce UK Ltd iVa Peugeot FlnorKldl Service*, Dodd rq«t Hay* « , pri m;*** Wqy d Redh.lv RHI IQ* Excess m Hedge charge* mgy apply + Th* flrgfc yea r Rood Fund Liwoc* 
I R^U is included In the an the read price The Dealer will provide customers with a cheque equivalent le twice the cur rent R-l cost The customer must apply for years 2 & J RFL Juir Add P ud (JA p ) is subftet ta stoiui "Mm <mum age Id, maiutnum age 75 
DHvari a *e rtfybnd to m*l*U the ToLpmattti Me A Eoninl to Uatp £? pture 0r tree imrMHjfl to qeoLrt y Ipi Ihwhmc* AU drivers must hold O fldl UK lkin« & m**t «J»gltHUty OlttHo Including limits on (JrMng conviction* t dolm* ln*Vf«MU febjpfl to 
(intiLLetini If jh receiv* bur warn Inge for p»r driving . F kC«S|«. apply 5 yedr* mat*r insure r*C* I i provided df*d underwritten by U K n*ynjnce (.United PUtfJITWrtt* WllL vary CKMirdlng tp Oge, pt>« SO d* and tmnuflt mi .edge Cuftom*r depaS'l rndy fyt 
required Tlt-t costs of nifurorwe, -servicing ond Roadside Assistance ore mcLuded within the monthly cost of JAf Passport, but are provided an o monthly pay as you go basis and con Ike cancelled at any ome without penalty or affecting the remainder af 
the IAF Possport contract Routine senri cmg I nduded only Excludes wear ports TWi eHd r Is not ovoiLubLa »n Northern roland AU offers available on qualifying vehk las ordered and registered between 01/ 1 O'/I 5 ond 3 1/1 2/1 5 ox until such time o*th*y 
mayb*wliftdrttwnbyPewgeatntM<0 mplec* di*cr*tle>n nfqr motion carfect at time of going ta prets 



PEUGEOT 108 




MOTION & EMOTION 



PEUGEOT 




T he new Mercedes-AMG C63 
Coupe represents a big challenge 
to the likes of the BMW M4, Audi 
RS5 and Lexus RC F. Following 
on from the recently introduced 
C63 saloon and estate, it eschews its 
predecessor’s naturally aspirated 
6.2-litre V8 for a smaller and more 
efficient twin-turbo 4.0 -litre V8. 

In standard C63 Coupe guise, its 
engine produces 469bhp and 479lb ft. 
For the headlining C63 S model 
driven here, though, the 90deg V8 
receives additional boost pressure 
and other detail changes to generate 
503bhp and 5161b ft. The reserves 
are fed through a seven-speed 
Speedshift MCT automatic gearbox, 
which operates in combination with 
a mechanical locking differential in 
the C63 or an even faster-reacting 
electronic locking diff in the C63 S. 

The styling of the new C63 Coupe 
is significantly differentiated from 
that of other C- Class coupes, with 
only the frameless doors, roof and 
bootlid shared between the two. A 
wider body houses a largely bespoke 
chassis featuring tracks that are 



73mm wider at the front (now 
1636mm) and 46mm wider at the 
rear (1592mm). Overall, the new car 
is 45mm longer, 107mm wider and 
12mm taller than before. Crucially, 
it also rides on a wheelbase extended 
by 75mm over that of its predecessor, 
endowing it with added cabin space. 

The C63 S Coupe is a different 
proposition from its predecessor, 
with the big-bore brawn of the old V8 
replaced by a more frenetic fervour. 
Mercedes says the S will cover 
0-62mph in just 3.9sec, but with a big 
lift in torque, the new engine brings 
added flexibility and performance, 
endowing it with both greater speed 
out of the blocks and a more relaxed 
demeanour when cruising. The 
delivery is extraordinarily linear for a 
forced-induction engine, and it has a 
wonderfully hardcore exhaust note. 

Although the engine dominates, 
the gearbox now provides more 
support than ever before. In Comfort 
mode there’s added smoothness and 
a crisper action on part load when 
used as an auto. In Sport Plus the 
upshifts are wonderfully determined, 



and there’s added subtlety to the 
shifts when you’re hauling big revs. 

The biggest difference, though, is 
the ability of the gearbox to provide 
more accommodating downshifts 
than before. It’ll now drop up to 
four ratios to within lOOOrpm of the 
redline and this, along with the new 
dynamic engine mounts, makes the 
C63 Coupe more stable on entry to 
corners as you drop down the gears. 

There’s a lot to like about the 
dynamic characteristics, although 
its ultimate ability is determined by 
the driving mode. In Sport Plus the 
steering is weighty, feelsome, direct 
and consistent, allowing you to place 
the car with real conviction. 

Pushed hard, the C63 S Coupe is 
alluringly fluid, with superb balance 
and lots of grip. It is also extremely 
trustworthy and sufficiently alert to 
instantly communicate any breach of 
adhesion. Leave the stability control 
in its normal setting and you’re 
treated to a touch of understeer when 
grip is finally exhausted, but switch 
the electronic safety net off and you 
can enliven the tail with confidence. 



Although the C63 is more 
controllable than ever, it’s also a 
good deal firmer. In Comfort, there’s 
sufficient compliance to soak up 
broken surfaces, but the ride becomes 
harsh in Sport Plus. It’s fine on a 
circuit, but the rawness can become 
an issue on undulating back roads. 

The C63 Coupe is now more 
exciting to drive than ever before - at 
least in range-topping S guise - with 
perceptible progress in just about 
every area of its dynamic ability. It 
also has a broader dynamic repertoire 
than before, making it both more 
amenable in town and more 
enjoyable on the open road. Added 
to this is improved accommodation 
and a level of perceived cabin quality 
to shame some rivals. If you cherish 
your driving, the C63 Coupe should 
definitely be on your shortlist. 

GREG KABLE 

MERCEDES-AMG C63S COUPE 

Exciting, engaging and extremely 
fast; focused when you want it to 
be but with a broad dynamic ability 



Price 

Engine 

Power 


£68,070 

V8, 3982cc, twin-turbo, petrol 
503bhp at 5500-6250rpm 


Torque 


5161b ft at 1750-5500rpm 


Kerb weight 


1800kg 


Gearbox 


7-spd automatic 


0-62mph 


3.9sec 


Top speed 


155mph (limited) 


Economy 


32.8mpg (combined) 



C0 2 /tax band 200g/km,35% 
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ONLINE CAR FINANCE 




WE SORT THE 



FINANCE 

YOU CHOOSE 

THE CAR 



Buying a new car is axciting, deciding how to pay for it isn't - which 
is why we created Halifax Car Plan Extra. 

Our new car finance lor Halifax Current Account customers means you 
can sign into Online Banking, use the calculator to find out how much 
you could borrow instantly - and then choose a plan which suits. 

Once you've applied and been accepted, well transfer the money 
direct to the dealer, ifs as easy as that. 

Available to Halifax current account customers of at least three 
months, registered for Online Banking aged 1B+ and UK resident. 
Borrow between £3,000 - £60,000. Vehicle must be sourced 
through selected dealer. Lending subject to status. 

% Visit halifax.co.uk/carfinance 





HALIFAX 



the people who give you extra 



Halifax is a division of Bank of Scotland pic. Registered in Scotland No. SC327000. Registered Office: The Mound, Edinburgh EH1 1 YZ. Bank of Scotland pic is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority under registration number 169628. All information correct at September 2015. 




L and Rover’s determination to 
push the Range Rover further 
upmarket has culminated 
in this new flagship model, 
the SVAutobiography. With an 
estimated production run of just 
1000 units in the next year - 120 for 
the UK - and a list price of £165,000, 
the SVAutobiography is the most 
expensive, most luxurious version of 
the firm’s iconic luxury 4x4 so far. 

“Exclusively handcrafted” at 
Jaguar Land Rover’s Special Vehicle 
Operations (SVO) technical centre 
near Coventry, the SVAutobiography 
is available in either standard or 
long-wheelbase forms, the latter with 
a choice of three engines: an SDV6 
Hybrid diesel, an SDV8 diesel and the 
543bhp supercharged 5.0 -litre petrol 
V8 from the Range Rover Sport SVR. 

The most obvious change 
compared with a standard Range 
Rover is the SVA’s dual rear seats 
and substantial centre console. 

The console stores a pair of fold-out 
aluminium tray tables and has a 
refrigerated locker that can take two 
tall glasses and a small bottle. 



The specification list is long. The 
rear seats are electrically adjustable 
and heated, offer a massage function 
and, in the long-wheelbase version, 
get extendable calf supports. There’s 
also rear seat entertainment in the 
form of a pair of lO.Oin screens and 
headphones. The main sound system 
is a 170 OW Meridian Signature 
Reference unit, with speakers even 
embedded in the front seatbacks. 

A huge panoramic sunroof is 
standard, as are powered rear 
window blinds and a wood finish for 
the slide-out boot floor. Much of the 
switchgear is made from knurled- 
finish aluminium, while the exterior 
features a graphite finish on the grille 
and other trim parts. 

There’s no doubt that the long- 
whelebase model is the better of the 
two versions for being driven in, and 
not only because of the extra rear 
room and more sumptuous seats. 

The standard SVAis noticeably 
less cosseting in the back. The rear 
wheels crash more over sharp-edged 
bumps and there’s more background 
noise and vibration from the road 



surface. The LWB model is much 
better, although it still suffers from 
occasional thumping intrusions. 

In truth, the Range Rover will 
never be as isolating for rear 
occupants as, say, the Mercedes-Benz 
S-Class. Body rigidity is an issue, 
because the British car is a hatchback 
and has a huge glazed roof. 

The only other possible criticism 
from the rear seats would be around 
the quality of some of the storage 
covers in the centre console, which 
are remarkably plasticky, when much 
of the rest of the rear compartment is 
exemplary in its construction. 

The larger rear TV screens might 
also be an issue, as they now block out 
part of the view forward through the 
windscreen for rear-seat passengers. 
Aside from making the rear feel more 
enclosed, it could also make some 
rear passengers feel car sick. 

Although the combination of the 
LWB body and supercharged V8 
petrol engine might be the ultimate 
SVA specification, the 334bhp, 

5461b ft SDV8 is actually better to 
drive. The diesel V8’s elastic torque 



characteristics suit the Range 
Rover, especially during brisk 
A and B-road driving, and deliver 
on the effortlessness promised by 
the near-peerless driving position. 
The supercharged V8 certainly has 
the performance but is noticeably 
peakier in its responses, and the 
engine’s growl under acceleration 
seems out of place. 

Strictly speaking, the rear of an 
S- Class is more comfortable and 
refined, but the Benz can’t challenge 
the sense of light and space from the 
Range Rover’s elevated seats. The 
Range Rover also has exceptional off- 
road abilities - another reason why 
this luxury car makes a unique case 
for itself. It may not make financial 
sense on paper, but that misses the 
point of the SVAutobiography. 

HILTON HOLLOWAY 

RANGE ROVER SDV8 
SVAUTOBIOGRAPHY LWB 

Flagship SUV piles on the luxury 
and makes most sense in LWB 
form, but an S-Class cossets more 



Price 


£165,000 


Engine 


V8,4367cc, diesel 


Power 


334bhp at 4000rpm 


Torque 


5461b ft at 1750rpm 


Gearbox 


8-spd automatic 


Kerb weight 


2539kg 


0 - 62 mph 


6.6sec 


Top speed 


135mph 


Economy 


33.6mpg (combined) 


COz/taxband 


219g/km,37% 
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You’re looking at 10 of the best driver’s cars to appear in 2015 - but 
only one is the very best. Our 18-page annual shootout reveals which 

PHOTOGRAPHY STAN PAPIOR AND LUC LACEY 






When it comes to high performance, 
Porsche and Michelin share the same 
passion for perfection. So when 
the uncompromising Cayman GT4 needed 
a new level of contact with the ground, 
Porsche and Michelin worked shoulder 




to shoulder to craft, test and finally 
codevelop a truly exceptional high 
performance tyre. It's simply the latest 
chapter in more than fifty years the pair 
have spent together pursuing excellence 
on the road and in motorsport. 

No wonder that Michelin has been 
selected by Porsche as its strategic 
partner for tyres. 



MICHELIN Pilot Sport Cup 2 

the track tyre suitable for everyday 
use. Thanks to MICHELIN Total 
Performance you can enjoy high 
performance and optimal safety 
together in total confidence. 



Release your inner racer and discover the 
MICHELIN high performance tyre range at: 

www.michelin.co.uk 



MICHELIN 

w Total Performance 




H ere we are again: it’s ‘Handling Day’ time - or our grand annual 

Britain’s Best Driver’s Car shootout, to give the occasion the build-up 
it unquestionably deserves. The protagonists change, but the format 
stays the same and has done for more than two decades. A field of the 
very best new sports cars, supercars, super-saloons, hot hatchbacks 
and lightweights of the year face off against last year’s winner to 
decide which is the best driver’s car on British roads in 2015. 

As ever, money is no object - and value for money is no advantage. Neither is 
practicality, usability or dealer availability. Brand power, material lavishness 
and kerbside kudos get you nowhere, and bald grip and performance are only 
worth their weight on the senses. 

This year, we are awarding no credit for outright lap time; it’s all about 
subjective dynamic appeal. Four judges, having driven the cars extensively 
on the track and surrounding roads of Snetterton circuit in Norfolk, will place 
the entrants into the order in which they appeal most as driver’s cars. And this 
year, as a twist on the usual plot, the top three will go into a final on-road test 
to fight it out for the outright win on the epic roads of the Yorkshire Dales. 

We have 10 runners overall, the Ferrari 488 GTB representing our 2014 
champion, the 458 Speciale, as its indirect successor. Elsewhere in the 
field, you could probably pick four or five likely winners, assuming the test 
conditions were geared to flatter them. It’s with regret that the McLaren 
675LT and the Aston Martin Vantage GT12 aren’t along for the party. Both 
manufacturers declined the invitation. 

But otherwise, roll up. Where would your bet go - and, more important, on 
what should you spend the winnings? 



SNETTERTON CIRCUIT 

Montreal 




Cam. 



THE CARS Ariel Nomad, Audi RS3, Ferrari 488 GTB, Lamborghini 
Aventador SV, Lotus Evora 400, Mazda MX-5, Mercedes-AMG C63 S, 
Mercedes-AMG GT S, Porsche 911 GT3 RS, Porsche Cayman GT4 



THE JUDGES 



ANDREW FRANKEL 
Senior contributing writer 
There have been 26 annual 
Handling Day tests in 
Autocar history and this 
man has been at every single 
one of them. Experience and 
measured approach are second 
to none. Crash-related anecdotes 
also first class. 



MATT PRIOR 
Head of video, features 
Autocar’s road test supremo 
turned columnist, video 
and drive story doyen has 
to pronounce on another new 
priceless supercar most weeks of the 
year. Usually in exotic surroundings, 
where he’s plied with better snacks 
than those on offer here. 



MATT SAUNDERS 
Chief tester 

Took a break from his usual 
performance figuring and 
handling testing... for more 
of the same. Took advice from locals 
on this year’s road route, which 
bisected one of the British army’s 
live firing training areas. Promptly 
took no offence. 



NICCACKETT 
Deputy reviews editor 
Handling Day’s main 
purveyor of hairy cornering 
shots, ornate metaphors 
and cheery one-liners. Succeeded 
spectacularly in arranging lunch - 
and squeezing his rhinocerean 
neck through the welded metalwork 
of an Ariel Nomad. 
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MERCEDES-AMG GTS 


Price 


£110,500 


0-62mph 


3.8sec 


Top speed 


193mph 


Kerb weight 


1645kg 


Engine 


V8,3982cc, 




twin-turbo, petrol 


Power 


503bhp at 




6000-6500rpm 


Torque 


4791b ft at 




1750-5000rpm 


Gearbox 


7-spd dual-clutch auto 



Audi RS3 vs Mercedes-AMG GT S 



damp circuit would have 
been exactly what Audi 
might have ordered for the 
start of our track judging 
process at Snetterton. 
Intermittent rain kept the 
surface from drying out for much 
of the morning, making grip levels 
inconsistent and confidence at the 
wheel hard to come by. Predictable 
four-wheel-drivers like the Audi 
RS3 should have been at a natural 
advantage, while life was made more 
difficult for highly strung, rear- 
wheel-drive super-coupes such as the 
Mercedes-AMG GT S. 

That both cars tied for last place 
may be harder on the Audi than the 
Mercedes, therefore. Ultimately, 
neither car impressed the judges 
much. In previous years, we’ve seen 
cars end up at the tail end of the 
rankings, narrowly shaded by a field 
of superb driver’s cars and highly 
undeserving of the ignominy that, 
no matter how we try to wrap it, is 



inevitably associated. Not this year, 
though, when the gulf between the 
bottom two cars and any of their 
superiors was plain. 

In the case of the RS3, it was 
plainer on the track than on the tight, 
punishing B-roads of rural Norfolk. 
The Audi’s surefootedness won it 
some praise on the road. Almost idiot- 
proof point-and-shoot handling may 
limit the amount of fun you can have 
in less restrictive circumstances, but 
it’s less of an imposition when you’re 
skirting around hedges, dodging 
potholes and sizing up the awkward- 
looking cambers of a shaded country 
lane, generally at a good arm’s length 
from the limit of grip. Here, the all- 
enveloping composure and stability 
of the RS3’s four-wheel drive chassis 
don’t seem so misplaced, particularly 
when they make it easier to enjoy a 
wonderful five-cylinder engine. 

If powertrains could win prizes 
here, the RS3’s might have. It sounds 
rich and characterful, hits hard, spins 
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Britain's Best Driver's Car 



4.3sec 

155mph (limited) 



Kerb weight 1520kg 



5cyls,2480cc, 
turbo, petrol 
362bhp at 5550rpm 
3431b ft at 1625rpm 
7-spd dual-clutch auto 






willingly and works well at both 
dawdling and dicing pace. And its 
breadth of talent is in no small part 
down to Audi’s S tronic paddle-shift 
gearbox, which changes superbly 
quickly in manual mode and with 
intuitive good sense in automatic. 

Powertrains like that make you 
carry big speeds without thinking 
about it, though - and the Audi’s sets 
a pace that its steering and suspension 
struggle to cope with. Although it is 
not entirely without feedback, the 
RS3’s steering is light and reticent 
and it gets lighter, if anything, as 
your effort levels increase. The 
suspension, which is good at keeping 
the car flat during hard cornering, 
doesn’t have the wheel travel or 
damping authority to soak up bigger 
crests and compressions attacked 
with much speed. Over the yumps of 
our test route, one tester remarked 
that the suspension “felt like so much 
cotton wool rather than metal, rubber 
and oil”. It’s cushioning, sure, but not 
sufficiently controlling. 

In both the wet and the dry, the 



Audi’s on-track handling was defined 
by understeer - “50 shades of it,” 
according to another judge, who went 
on to say that “while the front wheels 
are easy to manage at corner exit, 
it’s much harder to get them into the 
corner in the first place”. 

Not so those of the GT S, though. If 
there’s a lesson for sports car makers 
to take away from this year’s also- 
rans, it’s simply that moderation and 
pragmatism are vital commodities - 
even in a £l50k muscle coupe. The 
GT S’s ride/handling balance was 
easily the least realistic of the whole 
field, which, next to a supercharged 
lightweight track car and a £300k 
V12 Lamborghini, may surprise you. 

The beginning of the end of the 
GT S’s chances was played out on the 
road, where it handled well enough 
when the surface was smooth but 
never really inspired the connected, 
confident feel you’re looking for in a 
500bhp front-engined rear-driver. 

Things promptly go from bad to 
worse in the car as the road narrows 
and the surface deteriorates, when 



the super-firm ride springing and 
hyperactive steering make the 
GT S dart nervously left and right 
from bump to bump, deflecting 
and skittering its way onwards 
and staunchly refusing to yield 
to anything that passes under its 
wheels. “Doesn’t feel like it has ever 
seen a B-road in its life,” recorded 
one tester, “and wasn’t that thrilled 
about being introduced to one.” 

Darting, uncompromising agility 
served the GT S slightly better on the 
circuit, where another judge enjoyed 
the ever-present challenge set by 
the car’s razor-sharp front end: “Be 
smooth, be precise, or be prepared for 
the consequences.” But the majority 
found the car too nervy at the front 
axle and too wobbly at the rear to 
ultimately have much trust in it. 

Trustworthiness matters in a great 
driver’s car, as does roundedness. 
And failing spectacularly to produce 
either means falling at the first 
hurdle. Two down, then - and much 
closer competition to come. 

MATT SAUNDERS 
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MAZDA MX-5 2.0 SPORT 

Price £22,695 

0-62mph 7.3sec 

Top speed 133mph 

Kerb weight 1122kg 

Engine 4cyls,1998cc, 

petrol 

Power 158bhpat6000rpm 

Torque 1481b ft at 4600rpm 

Gearbox 6-spd manual 



Britain's Best Driver's Car 




THE MIDDLE ORDER 

Lotus Evora 400 vs Mazda MX-5 2.0 Sport vs Mercedes-AMG C63 S saloon 




LOTUS EVORA 400 



Price 
0 - 62 mph 
Top speed 
Kerb weight 
Engine 



£72,000 

4.2sec 

186mph 

1415kg 

V6,3456cc, 

supercharged, petrol 

395bhp at 7000rpm 

3021b ft at 3500rpm 

6-spd manual 



MERCEDES-AMG C63S SALOON 

Price £66,810 






0 - 62 mph 
Top speed 
Kerb weight 
Engine 



4.0sec 

155mph (limited) 
1730kg 
V8,3982cc, 
twin-turbo, petrol 
503bhp at 
5500-6250rpm 
5161b ft at 
1750-4500rpm 
7-spd automatic 






wo sports cars and a saloon, 
engines ahead and behind, 
cylinder counts from four 
past six to eight, induction by 
turbocharger, supercharger 
and good old atmospheric 
pressure and fair to not so middling 
positioning for them all. If it’s 
consensus about how to make a 
great driver’s car you’re after, you’ve 
banged on the wrong door. 

Even the order is counter-intuitive. 
Of the three, the car that performed 
best relative to expectations actually 
ended up doing worst. But such are 
the hazards of comparing cars that, 
in any other circumstances, would 
be incomparable. 



So we’ll start with that car and the 
discovery that, if you read through 
the judges’ notes, only one of the four 
of us wrote anything negative about 
the Mercedes-AMG C63 S at all. 

On the road and relative to the 
stellar standards of this one-time- 
only competition, it can perhaps be 
best described as good enough. A 
socking 1730kg kerb weight plus 
the requirement to deliver 5161b ft of 
torque to wet East Anglian roads via 
two overworked rear tyres gave the 
C- Class a task harder than most, but 
mostly it was up to it. 

The key was to delve into the 
Individual menu and summon 
the sharpest possible response 



maps for the engine and gearbox 
but leave the damping as soft and 
squidgy as possible. Then, with more 
rearward weight transference on 
acceleration, the Benz found at least 
enough traction for its phenomenal 
firepower not to go entirely to 
waste. This way, the car also rode 
the bumps and yumps on the road 




with equanimity, save the occasional 
stumble from the seven-speed ’box. 

Even so, you might expect it to go 
one step further and fall flat on its 
face on the track, but it doesn’t. 
Indeed, when Snetterton was at its 
wettest first thing, the way it cut 
through the water rather than skated 
across it made it one of the quickest 
and easiest cars out there. “It has the 
poise to seem playful rather than 
terrifying,” said Nic Cackett, and 
Matt Prior noted its “fine engine 
and decent handling balance”. 

I thought it shone in the wet but 
was progressively overhauled by 
the others as the track dried out, 
but Matt Saunders found it -> 









BE ONE WITH IT 

Be one with your tyres, and the road will be one with you 


it w 1 


OFFICIAL 




Y EUROPA M 

It , LEAGUE 


PARTNER 












VeNlUS Slevo* 

Luxury that never compromises safety 

With an advanced VAI system that allows drivers to track vehicle alignment and 
aerodynamic sidewalls that minimise noise and vibration levels, the ventus SI evo 2 
delivers the promise of performance and enhanced fuel efficiency. 



HankookTyre UK Ltd, Fawsley Drive, Heartlands Business Park, Daventry, Northamptonshire NN11 8UG 
Tel: +44 1327 304 100 Fax: +44 1327 304 110 



MUHannooK 
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4 “more unfriendly than I’d 
expected” in difficult conditions. 

In the end, though, consensus was 
achieved, with all four judges placing 
it eighth, the only car in the group to 
be given the same score by us all. 

Why so low? Ultimately, what it did 
well, it did well by the standards of a 
heavy saloon. Were this a contest of 
similarly high and hefty family cars, 
doubtless it would sit at or near the 
top, but against opposition lighter 
in most cases to the tune of several 
hundred kilograms, it’s about the 
best that could be expected. 

Which is about the last thing that 
can be said of the performance of the 
Evora 400. Given that Lotus changed 
two -thirds of the Evora’s components 
to make, as the saying goes, the car 
it should have been from the start, 
we’d wager sixth equal with a Mazda 
costing a third of the money is not 
news that Lotus will want to hear. 

Then again, trying to grasp where 
the Evora fell short is like trying to 
juggle water: the evidence you need 
just slips through your fingers. The 
trite explanation is that the standard 
has never been higher, and although 
the Evora has taken a big step 
forward, those that beat it here have 
strapped on the seven-league boots 
and taken a giant leap. And there is 
much truth in that. But for the full 
picture, we need to take a closer look. 

Our comments are peppered with 
positives. It’s “practically stress-free”, 
according to Cackett, “fairly playful” 
in Prior’s book and “a good Lotus” 
in my notes. What you’ll find harder 
to find is rafter-raising praise of the 
kind we’ve heaped upon numerous 
Lotuses at this event in years gone 
by. We liked this car, we admired this 
car, but the truth is we didn’t love -> 
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JMS AUTOMOTIVE 



NO PERFORMANCE 



THE ULTIMATE IN 
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES 



AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE 
WE’VE BEEN UNLEASHING 
AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE 
FOR OVER IS YEARS 



DMS CLS63 AMG (EVO AUGUST T4) "ENGINE UPGRADE ADDS HUGE PERFORMANCE AND REAL CHARACTER" 

DMS 1M (EVO MARCH 12) "THERE'S A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM" 

DMS SL65 BLACK SERIES (EVO OCTOBER '10) "IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL65 AND A PORSCHE GT2" 

DMS 1351 (BMW CAR MAY '09) "THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL" 
DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 (EVO SEPTEMBER '08) "IT'S EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR, YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING" 

DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDK (EVO JUNE '11) "DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL" 




BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF 
OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO 
UPGRADE. WE ARE ABLE TO UNLEASH 
PERFORMANCE FROM SMALL FOUR 
CYCLINDER DIESEL ENGINES UP TO 
V12 SUPERCARS. 

AUDI 

AUDI RS6 4.0 T V8 » 690+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 
AUDI RS6 V10 » 680+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

AUDI R8 V10 » 592+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

AUDI RS4 B7/ R8 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 
AUDI RS3/RSQ3 » 420+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 
AUDI S3 / GOLF R » 373+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 
AUDI 3.0TDI (ALL MODELS) » 315+ BHP 
AUDI 3.0 Bi-TDi (ALL MODELS) » 380+ BHP 
AUDI Q7/A8 4.2 TDi » 400+ BHP 

BMW 

M5 V10 » 548+ BHP (205 MPH) 

X5M /X6M » 618+ BHP 
1 M » 41 1 + BHP 

M3 E90/92 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

M135I/ M235i » 402 BHP 

M4/M3 3.0T » 520+ BHP 

M5 F10/M6 (STAGE 1) » 680 BHP 

M5 F10/M6 (STAGE 2) » 730 BHP 

F10 520D » 240 BHP 

F10 530D » 305 BHP 

335I/135I/X6 » 370+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

123D » 252 BHP 



316D/216D/116D » 160 BHP 

318D/218D/118D » 225 BHP 

330D E90 » 296+ BHP 

320D E90 » 215 BHP 

4201/3201/2201/1 201 » 275+ BHP 

4351/ F30 3351 » 390 BHP 

4281/3281 » 295 BHP 

535D / 335D / X5 SD » 355+ BHP 

640D/335D/535D/435D » 390 BHP 

730D » 305+ BHP 

X5 4.0D / 740D » 370 BHP 

X5 3.0D » 305 BHP 

X6 X5.0I 4.4 » 500+BHP 

X6 M 50 D/X5 M 50 D/550 D » 450 BHP 



MERCEDES-BENZ 

A200CDi/C200CDi/E200CDi » 175 BHP 
A250/C250 » 260 BHP 
A45/CLA45 » 420 BHP 
C300 HYBRID » 285 BHP 
A220CDi/C220CDi/E220CDi » 215 BHP 
C350/CLS350/E350/S350 » 315 BHP 
E400 /C450 » 420+ BHP 
C400 » 400 BHP 

'63' 5.5 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 690+BHP 
'500' 4.7 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 498+BHP 
S65 (W222) » 780 BHP 
SL65 BLACK » 720+ BHP (+DELIMIT) 

SL65 AMG » 690 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 

'55' AMG KOMPRESSOR » 580+BHP 
C63 AMG 6.3 » 530+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 



C63 AMG 4.0T » CALL FOR DETAILS 
SL63 AMG 6.3 » 560+BHP (+DE-LIMIT, 
RE-MAP & LOWER ABC SUSPENSION) 
CL600 Bi-TURBO » 580+ BHP 
SLK55 AMG » 420+ BHP (+DELIMIT) 

320 CDi V6 » 274 BHP 
350 CDi V6 » 312 BHP 
420/450 CDi V8» 358 BHP 

ALL 2015 RANGE ROVERS AVAILABLE 

R ROVER SC 5.0 » 580+ BHP 
R ROVER 4.4 SDV8 » 395+ BHP 
R ROVER 3.0 TDV6 » 315+ BHP 
R ROVER 3.0 SDV6 » 345+ BHP 
EVOQUE/DISCO SPORT 2.2 DIESEL 
» 240+ BHP 



PORSCHE 

997 TURBO/S 3.8 INC PDK» 611 BHP 
997 TURBO 3.6 » 625+ BHP 
997 GT2 RS » 670+ BHP 

996 TURBO/GT2 » 600+ BHP 

997 CARRERA S PDK » 400+ BHP 
997 CARRERA S » 376+ BHP 

997 CARRERA PDK » 368 BHP 
997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP 
997 GT3 UP » 436 BHP 
BOXSTER 3.4S » 336+ BHP 
CAYMAN S» 342 BHP 
MACAN 3.0D » 315 BHP 
CAYENNE GTS » 440 BHP 



CAYENNE TURBO 4.8 » 578+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO S 4.8 » 600+ BHP 
CAYENNE 4.2 DIESEL » 450+ BHP 
CAYENNE DIESEL » 315+ BHP 
PANAMERA TURBO » 600+ BHP 
PANAMERA DIESEL » 315+ BHP 



EXOTIC /MISC 

FERRARI CALIFORNIA » 487 BHP 

FERRARI 599 » 647 BHP 

FERRARI 430 » 525 BHP 

GALLARDO » 546 BHP 

LP560 » 608+ BHP 

LP640 » 707 BHP 

HURACAN » 640+ BHP 

AVENTADOR » CALL FOR DETAILS 

MCLAREN MP4-12C » 700 BHP 

MCLAREN 650S» 720 BHP 

MURCIELAGO LP640 » 707 BHP 

MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0S PETROL » 470 BHP 

MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 PETROL » 400 BHP 

MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 DIESEL » 312 BHP 

MASERATI GT/QPORT » 438 BHP 

MASERATI GT S / MC » 479+ BHP 

BENTLEY 4.0 T V8 » 690 BHP 

BENTLEY CGT / F-SPUR (INC 2013) » 680+ BHP 

BENTLEY GT SPEED (INC 2013 ON) » 695 BHP 

BENTLEY SUPERSPORT » 720+ BHP 

FOR ALL OTHER MAKES AND MODELS, 

PLEASE CALL US. 



SALES@DMSAUTOMOTIVE 




/DMSAUTOMOTIVE 

FOLLOW US FOR OUR LATEST NEWS 
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mm 
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miORBURORING 
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WWW.DMSAUTOMOTIVE.COM 
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ALL THE EVORA HAS GAINED IN PURE PAGE HAS BEEN 
ACHIEVED AT THE PRICE OF A LITTLE LOTUSNESS' 




Saunders noted 
that theMX-5 was “a 
whole heap of fun” 



Neither MX-5 nor C63 S needs much coercion to oversteer, especially on a damp track 



f it. Saunders spoke for us all when 
he said: “I desperately wanted to rank 
it higher.” In the event, no one rated it 
better than sixth. 

It seems that all the Evora has 
gained in pure pace (thanks to its 
extra power, firmer suspension 
and, gasp, a standard limited-slip 
differential) has been achieved at 
the price of a little ‘Lotusness’. Its 
ride is now merely good rather than 
befuddling. Its steering is as sharp 
as a razor, but no longer a scalpel. 

And still it doesn’t change gear as 
we’d like. We welcome the noise, the 
traction, the grip and the fact that the 
Evora finally has the get up and go to 
challenge its chassis, but against the 
Porsches, Ferrari, Lamborghini and 
Ariel that beat it, that was enough 
to bring it close to the top half of the 
field, but not close enough. 

If we were awarding a moral victory 
in the competition, the MX-5 would 
win it. It came to Norfolk clutching 
its £30k Best Driver’s Car crown and 
proceeded to hit a lot of very pricey 
opposition over the head with it. 

Primarily, we liked the little Mazda 
for two reasons: its honesty and its 
accessibility. Honest insofar as when 
you look at the car and imagine how 
you’d like it to drive, that’s what you 
get when you drive it. Accessible 
because you don’t have to go in search 
of the handling limit with your heart 
in your mouth. Spend any time at 
all on a track, and particularly a 
damp one like ours, and it will find 
you. And when it does, it will let you 
play there in safety for as long as 
you like. Cackett expressed this very 
sentiment, saying that it “turns the 



track into a Sunday drive”, and Prior 
appreciated the fact that it “doesn’t 
take itself too seriously”. Saunders 
had some reservations about the 
Sport chassis option fitted to the test 
car but still considered it a “whole 
heap of fun”. As for me, I concluded 
that therein lay “a proper sports car, 
not some lookalike for old dears”. 

On the road, it was rarely less 
than incredible, given its somewhat 
modest specification. Using its 
compact dimensions, phenomenal 
balance and progressive handling, 
it let drivers have far more fun than 
in most of the others, whose width, 
power and weight counted against 
them in such tricky conditions. It 
suffered a little on the track, despite 
its fine engine and world-class 
gearbox. On and over the limit, 
it could be caught out by sudden 
surface changes in a way that some of 
its more sophisticated rivals were not, 
but for a car such as this even to get 
among competition as serious as that 
arranged here is a real achievement 
and one of which its engineers should 
feel rightly proud. 

Ultimately, then, it’s all about 
expectation. And we’d expect 
Mercedes to be as delighted that 
the C63 S came eighth as it will be 
aghast to discover the GT S came 
equal last, undone as it was by the 
very conditions in which its saloon 
stablemate did so well. By contrast, it 
should be trebles all round at Mazda 
for the sixth-place performance of 
by far the most affordable car in the 
contest. And Lotus? Well, a tie with 
an MX-5 in a contest held in its own 
backyard is probably a result that it 
had neither hoped for nor expected. 
Only when you see the calibre of the 
cars that beat it do you realise that, 
even for a purpose-built sports car, 
to come mid-field among opposition 
like this is no disgrace at all. 

ANDREW FRANKEL 
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LAMBORGHINI AVENTADOR SV 


Price 


£315,078 


0 - 62 mph 


2.8sec 


Top speed 


218mph 


Kerb weight 


1525kg 


Engine 


V12,6498cc, 




petrol 


Power 


740bhp at 8400rpm 


Torque 


5091b ft at 5500rpm 


Gearbox 


7-spd semi-automatic 






0 - 62 mph 
Top speed 
Kerb weight 
Engine 



4.4sec 

183mph 

1415kg 

6cyls,3800cc, 

petrol 

380bhp at 7400rpm 
3101b ft at 4750rpm 
6-spd manual 









W e’ve only got ourselves to 
blame here. The decision 
to whisk away the top 
three contenders and 
have them face off on the 
road meant that almost 
certainly some very senior stuff 
would be left behind in the paddock 
at Snetterton - and so it proved. 

Even so, the exact identity of the 
nearly-but-not-quite brigade came as 
something of a surprise. For a start, 
in fifth, it included the Lamborghini 
Aventador SV, a car universally 
praised for its appearance and 
prodigious V12 engine, and just 
as widely pooh-poohed for the 
pig-headedness of its handling. 



Its lofty appearance in almost 
everyone’s running order (rising to 
second at one point) is testament 
to the remarkable transformation 
bestowed upon it by the SV overhaul. 

Nevertheless, it was the final 
fourth-place ranking of the Porsche 
Cayman GT4 - a five-star road test 



Aventador SV felt easy at high speeds 



subject, no less - that had us all 
reaching for the nearest calculator 
app. Surely, this, the finest example 
of Porsche’s peerless mid-engined 
middleweight, wouldn’t be the last 
car cut adrift before the medals 
were handed out? Alas, a steward’s 
enquiry confirmed it: 13 points 
to the Porsche 911 GT3 RS’s 11, its 
hopes ultimately dashed on the 
remarkable, myriad qualities of 
those above it. 

There is, it must be pointed 
out before we delve deeper, some 
method to this madness, but I think 
it only proper to dwell for a moment 
on just how inordinately good the 
GT4 makes £65k feel. After all, -> 







HOW THE JUDGES RANKED THE CONTENDERS AT SNETTERTON 



RANK CAR 



NIC ANDREW MATT MATT 

CACKETT FRANKEL PRIOR SAUNDERS 



Cayman GT4 didn’t show its best colours at a wet Snetterton 



Ariel Nomad 
Ferrari 488 GTB 
Porsche 911 GT3 RS 
Porsche Cayman GT4 
Lamborghini Aventador SV 
Lotus Evora 400 
Mazda MX-5 
Mercedes-AMG C63 S 
Audi RS3 

Mercedes-AMG GT S 



f two of the cars it lost out to cost 
at least twice as much and the 
Lamborghini below it was an even 
greater multiple of its price. 

On the road route, on day one, 
the Cayman was exceptional. 
“Consistently excellent,” Saunders 
called it. Or to put it another, aptly 
longer way: “That I keep driving it, 
past the usual turnaround and just 
onwards for a few miles more, is not 
because I want to learn anything 
more about it but because I want to 
enjoy it for a few more yards, a few 
more minutes, until all time runs 
out.” Well said, Prior, and firmly 
seconded. By virtue of everything 
you can hold, touch, shift and toe, 
the GT4 is a marvellous thing to 
pedal. “The best EPAS yet,” Frankel 
declared. Also, I’d say, the best 
manual gearbox, the best seats and, 
save for the distance between the 
pedals, the most satisfying driving 
position - one overtly primed to 
convey the sensory pleasure of a back- 
seat engine and pointy front end. 



As a counterpoint to the GT4’s 
delicacy along the same length of 
B-road, the SV brooded with bad 
intentions. Where the Cayman 
slings you deliciously low, the 
Lamborghini’s hip point is practically 
that of a skateboard, and at very 
low speeds the stiff-backed ride 
isn’t dissimilar, either. But the car’s 
savage, simmering talent crystalises 
almost immediately. “Grips as hard 
as anything else here, communicates 
as vividly, blows the Ferrari into 
the weeds on emotional appeal,” 
Saunders remarked. Its tactility, 
through the revised steering rack, is 
starkly terrific and, when combined 
with four-wheel-drive security, helps 
the Aventador’s improbable size and 
massive speed to shrink around you, 
even on Norfolk’s narrow lanes. 

It impressed on track, too. 
Indelicacy with the throttle tends 
to induce understeer but, as Prior 
suggested, “it’s docile at some pretty 
big speeds, and I’m disinclined to 
find out too much what happens 



beyond that”. Frankel cited its Corsa 
mode for making the transmission’s 
upshifts so violent that they can 
potentially upset the car between 
apex and exit - although there wasn’t 
anyone in the pit lane who didn’t 
prize the Lamborghini’s ability 
to make its naturally aspirated 
ferociousness seem usable. Saunders, 
its champion, went one better: 
“Turning the Aventador - any 
700bhp mid-engined V12 car for 
that matter - into something that 
feels so at home on a scrappy British 
B-road, and still capable of liveliness 
and even a natch of adjustability on 
circuit, is little short of a miracle.” 
The real miracle, though, was 
to come. Truthfully, whether you 
liked the Cayman or not wasn’t ever 
in question - it’s plainly fabulous 
- but the extent of our admiration 
at Snetterton was initially dictated 
by the time of day you drove it. The 
weather was ghastly in the morning 
and Frankel called it “spikier in the 
wet than expected. Excellent traction 



tempts you into using too much 
power too early and ending up with 
armfuls of opposite lock”. Even Prior, 
a confirmed devotee, agreed that the 
GT4 “wasn’t at its best on a damp 
track” and only became the “old- 
school” car he remembered when 
it dried out a little. It was Saunders, 
though, who consciously stuck the 
knife in, with a lowly fifth-place 
rating: “I’ve cost a fine car a podium 
finish here. But I couldn’t in all good 
conscience rank the GT4 higher, given 
that I genuinely think everything 
above it is more rewarding. Very 
grippy and composed on circuit and 
as superbly balanced as ever. But I 
want a Cayman to be more playful, 
actually. And I don’t care if it’s 
quicker than a 911. 1 had fun - high 
expectations, too, I guess - but I 
could have had more fun.” 

On another day, the rest of us might 
have argued the GT4’s case more 
vociferously. But not here; not in this 
contest. Fun is the single-market 
currency of Handling Day, and to 
find it in comparatively short supply 
is reason enough to rank something 
else higher. The SV and GT4 were 
both brilliant. That they didn’t travel 
to Yorkshire was unfortunate - yet it 
only serves to highlight the compelling 
standard of the cars that finally did. 
NIC CACKETT 



AS A COUNTERPOINT TO THE GT4S DELICACY ALONG 
A B-ROAD. THE SV BROODED WITH BAD INTENTIONS 
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BEST OF THE BEST 

Ariel Nomad vs Ferrari 488 GTB vs Porsche 911 GT3 RS 



W hich leaves just three. A 
shame, perhaps, because, 
as Cackett has just said, it 
feels pretty tragic to leave 
the Cayman GT4 behind, 
in any company. And 
where we’re going - to the sometimes 
thin and bumpy, sometimes broader 
and flatter roads of the Yorkshire and 
Lancashire Dales - 1 suspect it would 
have performed rather well. 

But in the end, it was the 
compelling nature of the Ariel 
Nomad (“terrific fun,” said Frankel), 
Porsche 911 GT3 RS (“utterly 
dominated on circuit,” said Saunders) 
and Ferrari 488 GTB (“a ruddy joy,” 



said Cackett) that got them through 
what would be a crucial cut. 

These three were separated by the 
finest of margins at Snetterton: the 
Nomad and 488 GTB finished there 
with 10 points apiece, the GT3 RS a 
single point behind them. It was just 
too close an order for our consciences 
to bear without giving them some 
extra time, some extra miles. We really 
would need this two-day jaunt, away 
from it all, to separate them properly. 
We could take our experiences with 
us, but not the scores, and when 
we ran out of time, we’d agree on a 
winner. In other words, any of the 
three would be in with a shout. 



They’re a compelling trio. 

They’re certainly not three you’d 
put alongside each other in a 
conventional group test, because they 
don’t do the same thing. They’d make 
a brilliant three-car fun garage on 
their own, if you were lucky enough. 

The GT3 RS was a point behind but 
in Norfolk had been doing what GT3 
RSs do best: kicking everything’s 
backside on a race track. “It utterly 
dominated [at Snetterton],” said 
Saunders. “It does everything so 
well on circuit and reminds you why 
911s make such fabulous track cars.” 
Frankel agreed. “Get it right and it’s 
awesome,” he said, but all of us noted 



that the RS variant of the GT3 range 
perhaps wasn’t as forgiving as the 
regular GT3, which strolled off with 
this gong the last time we held this 
competition in East Anglia. “Amazing 
powertrain and old-school balance,” 
said Cackett. “Less forgiving than the 
non-RS, but mega.” Would that count 
against it on the road, rather than on 
track, in the Dales? It might. 

The Nomad also had those who’d 
seen both sides to its character. 

“The way this car takes you from 
zero to hero in not very long at all 
makes it something truly brilliant,” 
said Saunders of the Somerset 
lightweight, whose dual-rate springs 




Price £131,296 

0-62mph 3.3sec 

Top speed 193mph 

Kerb weight 1495kg 

Engine 6cyls,3996cc, 

petrol 

Power 493bhp at 8250rpm 

Torque 339lbftat6250rpm 

Gearbox 7-spd dual-clutch auto 



FERRARI 488 GTB 

Price £183,964 

0-62mph 3.0sec 

Top speed 205mph 

Kerb weight 1475kg 

Engine V8, 3902cc, 

twin-turbo, petrol 
Power 661bhp at 8000rpm 

Torque 5611b ft at 3000rpm 

Gearbox 7-spd dual-clutch auto 
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- softer at the top, firmer later on - 
had astonished us with its ability to 
ride Norfolk’s roads like its bumps 
simply weren’t there. We loved the 
space and time it gives you to set it up 
for corners, thanks to that smoothness 

- and also its “perfect pedals”. 

Clearly, it wasn’t developed for 

smooth race tracks, but nonetheless, 
Saunders said it didn’t matter that it 
was “low on grip, a bit unstable under 
hard brakes (it’ll lock a rear first) and 
only moderately quick around a lap. 
You’re too involved to care”. 

Frankel wasn’t too involved to 
care. “Hilarious on the throttle, but 
traction issues aren’t limited to slow 
corners,” he said. “Amid-engined 
car this light and soft should be like 
a missile from a rocket launcher out 
of the corners. Also too keen to lock 
the rear brakes on entry.” But even 
he noted that he “loved the steering, 
power delivery and whole attitude”. 

And it’s the Nomad’s attitude, 
that joie de vivre, that would serve 
the Nomad best in the Dales, we 
suspected. Could I realistically sit 
and argue now that its suspension 







THE GT3 RS IS SUCH A COMPELLING PIECE OF KIT. IT OOZES 
PRECISION AND ENGINEERING FEEL IN THE PUREST WAY 

1 A 488 will flow along 



f was as thoroughly developed for 
fast road and track use as a GT3 RS’s 
or 488 GTB’s? Not at all, but that 
doesn’t matter, because it’s good 
enough, because it has yet another 
purpose, and because the Nomad 
simply wants you to have fun. To 
quote not one of our testers but Jules 
from Pulp Fiction: “Personality goes 
a long way.” So it goes to the north 
with as strong a chance as anything. 

Which leaves the Ferrari, headed 
to the Dales with the title of favourite 
tucked neatly under its arm. The 
notes we made in East Anglia are 
almost entirely full of praise for 
Ferrari’s new mid- engined supercar. 
“Effervescent where both Porsches 
seem stern,” said Cackett. “Light 
in the steering, but light all over - 
a facet that takes nothing from 
its grip and utterly fluid direction 
changes.” Frankel agreed: “A 
revelation, particularly considering 
the conditions,” he said. “Best Ferrari 



steering in years, massive pace, 
excellent balance, superb brakes 
and stupid amounts of torque 
absolutely everywhere.” 

Indeed, what was notable about 
our experience of the Ferrari’s new 
turbocharged engine was not a single 
mention of lag or a flatness in the 
torque curve. The closest anyone 
came was Saunders, who found he 
“didn’t get the same confidence from 
the steering and throttle response as 
from the old atmo Ferarris” but who 
still reckoned it was “very, very fast 
and very exciting”. 

To say that the 488 was in some 
ways a compromise between the 
two others - the Nomad’s ability 
on bumpy roads and the RS’s 
ability on a circuit - would be both 
misleading and selling it short. 

Flick its dampers into ‘bumpy road’ 
mode and it rides extremely well, 
while on a circuit there were those 
of us - me included - who found it 



a road like this with 
poise and fluidity 
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just as entertaining as the Porsche, 
because of the astonishing docility 
of its handling. This is a car with just 
two turns between steering locks 
and 33 more horsepower than a 
McLaren FI, remember, yet it could 
be drifted through second and third- 
gear corners at Snetterton as easily 
as a Mazda MX-5. What Ferrari has 
achieved with this chassis is nothing 
short of astonishing. 

It’s a car, then, I’m quite happy to 
find myself in for the journey from 
Norfolk to Yorkshire. These things 
shouldn’t count for much in the 
overall reckoning, but where the 
Porsche is jittery and the Nomad 
shivery, a modern mid-engined 
Ferrari is quite a compelling 
companion over long distances. 

And, after all, if we’re talking about 
driver’s cars, the willingness to drive 
them on more than just high days and 
holidays should count for something. 

Away from busy motorways and 



between Yorkshire’s villages, it’s just 
as special. It’s left-hand drive but not 
so wide as to be unwieldy, and once 
you get acclimatised to the speed 
of its steering - which doesn’t take 
long, to be fair - you can thread it 
along with great fluidity. Out here, 

I quite like the fact that its engine is 
less antisocial than before, too - 1 
know, I know, but go with me - and 
that there’s torque on demand. 
Enjoying fast cars on great roads is 
a considerably more conspicuous 
pastime than it once was, and to 
find that it’s no longer necessary 
to have 9000rpm with you at all 
times can give you one less thing 
to worry about. 

Until, that is, you get into a car 
that wants 9000rpm at all 
times, which is what the Porsche 
appreciates. “God, I love this car,” 
Saunders stops to text on the way to 
the Dales, some time after he gets off 
the motorway but before his phone -> 
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4- reception disappears like access 
to super-unleaded. 

And when you thread the GT3 RS 
along these roads, you can see what 
he means. It is such a compelling 
piece of kit. It oozes precision and 
engineering feel in the purest way. 
Or, at least, the purest way a modern 
car is allowed to. I suspect you’d feel 
more alive still in a 997-generation 
911 GT3 RS 4.0. And although, yes, 
it’s firm and low enough to ground 
its front splitter (sensibly, made 
from flexible rubber, not brittle 
carbonfibre), it’s not so harsh as to 
be overly unruly, even on the poorest 
roads, where the 488 would more 
easily cast imperfections aside. And 
it’s narrower, visibility is better, 



throttle response is electric and its 
PDK dual-clutch automatic gearbox 
is almost as good as the Ferrari’s 
transmission. Drive it on these roads 
and the gap between them - a single 
point when we left Snetterton - 
doesn’t get any bigger at all. 

Then there’s the Nomad - as 
different as you could ask for but 
no less compelling and engaging 
for it. If it were just silly - if its 
outlandish looks and an ability to 
turn around anywhere you wanted 
without grounding its front and 
rear - were all it had going for it, it’d 
be easy to dismiss here. But even 
without the adjustable shocks that 
you can specify to make the Nomad’s 
suspension even more trick, across 
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challenging roads it worms its way 
into your affections not just through 
sheer force of will but because 
there is genuine dynamic ability 
beneath it. It’s just that it’s not the 
conventional dynamic ability that 
we’re used to. Yet body control is 
truly exceptional, the ride is sublime 
and it steers with true mechanical 
precision and feedback like no 
other car here. Its responses are 
impeccably linear, too. Its engine 
zings, not unattractively, although 
it’s the delivery rather than the 
sound that makes it, and the manual 
gearshift is as crisp as they come. 
Could it really come first? 

It could, because any of them could 
win it, but ultimately the nods from 



our judges don’t go that way. The 
Ferrari is simply too astonishing to 
overlook. Too docile, too impeccable 
in its road and track manners. Its 
gearshift is too fast and smooth, its 
brakes too indefatigable, its ride too 
composed and its handling just too 
damned compelling to overlook. 
Every one of our four judges decided 
that it was The One. 

Two and three were harder to split. 
If you had a modern estate car as a 
daily driver and could choose either 
of these alongside it to drive until 
this contest comes around next year, 
to make a convincing argument that 
it should be a Nomad, rather than 
a car developed with all the might 
and intent of Weissach behind it, 



you would really have to believe it. I 
do, but our other judges did not. Not 
quite. There’s enough doubt that the 
Nomad is not for everyone, and that 
a GT3 RS is so dominant on a circuit, 
the traditional realm of a driver’s car, 
that the Porsche gets the nod. 

The official order, then, goes 488 
GTB in first, then 911 GT3 RS, then 
Nomad. The fact that I’m the person 
writing this last section and have 
deliberately wrapped up the verdict 
early, though, is for a reason: to tell 
you that if you are in the unlikely 
position of choosing one, and only 
one, of these, and you think the 
Nomad could be that car, do it. You 
won’t regret it for a nanosecond. 

MATT PRIOR 
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autocar ROAD TEST No 5242 

BMW 7 Series 

New-generation luxury saloon is a technological tour de force 



MODEL TESTED 



• Price £67,700 • Power 261bhp • Torque 4571b ft • 0-60mph 6.4sec • 30-70mph in fourth 6.8sec 

• Fuel economy 39.6mpg • CO 2 emissions 132g/km • 70-0mph 46.1m 



F our decades is a long time for any 
car to linger in the shadow of its 
nearest rival, let alone a car so 
closely linked with its maker’s 
latest technologies and engineering 
efforts as the BMW 7 Series. 

But that, we’d argue, is what has 
happened. Originally launched in 
1977, five years after the first limo 
that rival Mercedes-Benz officially 
called an S-Class, the 7 Series 
has been through five full model 
generations and yet has never quite 
managed to move out of the wake of 
its Stuttgart rival and leave its mark 
in the way of its smaller siblings. 

Last year Mercedes sold two 



WE LIKE Excellent drivetrain ■ Outstanding infotainment technology ■ Surprisingly pleasing to drive 







• BMW's kidney grille enters another 
new chapter, here with visible flap 
control. In essence, the flaps open 
only when the engine needs the 
necessary cooling airflow. 



• Horizontal blue bars signify BMW's 
Laserlight headlights, hitherto 
available only on the i8. They double 
the operating range of high beam to 
some 600 metres. 



• Open both passenger doors and 
you'll find this tribute to BMW's 
hybrid carbonfibre construction 
method. Ironically, it looks a bit 
like a tacked-on afterthought. 



• The 19in rims of our test car are 
standard fit. Air breather immediately 
behind helps to smooth airflow around 
the front arches. The chrome finisher 
turns it into a classy design feature. 




S- Classes for every 7 Series that 
rolled off the production line. While 
Daimler’s luxury icon has become a 
sub-brand in its own right, BMW’s 
has seen its flagship status impinged 
upon by hybrid supercars and 
600bhp M6 four-door super-coupes. 
Without the 7 Series, you wonder if 
BMW’s custodianship of Rolls-Royce 
would have been half as successful - 
and yet where’s the recognition? 

Right here. The car you’re looking 
at represents BMW’s most committed 
attempt yet to finally crack the tough 
nut that is the global luxury saloon 
market. Sinking big bucks into an 
all-new platform, new construction 



WE DON'T LIKE Too much tyre noise ■ Adaptive suspension could be cleverer ■ Bland styling 





principles and materials, an 
adaptive, fully air-sprung chassis 
and pioneering infotainment and 
convenience features, BMW has 
baked the best of all it knows into this 
car. It’s a clear attempt to return the 



Seven to the state-of-the-art status 
it enjoyed when it pioneered in-car 
navigation and communication 
features in the late 1990s. 

A petrol-electric plug-in hybrid 
version of the car, combining a 
2.0 -litre turbo four-pot engine with a 
powerful electric motor and emitting 
less than 50g/km of CCU, will clearly 
play its part in that ascendant 
narrative but won’t arrive until next 
year. Until then, UK buyers have six- 
cylinder turbo petrol, six-cylinder 
diesel and V8 turbo petrol engines 
to choose between, as well as two 
wheelbases and both rear and four- 
wheel drive configurations. 



DESIGN AND ENGINEERING 
★★★★☆ 

Open the driver’s door and you’ll find 
a badge on the 7 Series’ inner B-pillar 
proclaiming something BMW calls 
a ‘carbon core’. This is nothing like 
a carbonfibre tub of the sort that 
Munich designed for the i8 or that 
McLaren uses for its models, but it 
does allow BMW to rightfully claim 
to be using machine-manufactured 
carbonfibre-reinforced polymer 
(CFRP) as a structural ingredient. 

The car’s body-in-white is 




• Chrome window frame is integrated 
as part of the door panel here, rather 
than as part of the body side. Effect 
is to make it look more of a piece and 
accentuate the Hofmeister kink. 



• Instead of a diffuser, a wide stretch 
of brightwork neatly encircles both 
tailpipes, which are themselves 
hidden away inboard. What surrounds 
them looks a fair bit easier to clean. 



• Chrome bar between the LED tail- 
lights is a standard trick to make the 
car appear wider by breaking up its 
vertical expanse. If you don't like the 
shiny stuff, the Seven isn’t for you. 



• Standard car isjust under 5.1m 
long; long wheelbase adds 140mm 
between the axles. Increased turning 
circle that results can be cut down 
again by optional four-wheel steer. 
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Optional LCD instruments allow limited display 
flexibility. Select Eco Pro mode and you get this 
power flow meter. We'd rather stick with a tacho. 




Brushed aluminium B&W speaker grilles look 
good but not as ornate as those of Mercedes' 
Burmester audio. Tweeters feature illumination. 






MULTIMEDIA SYSTEM 



You’d expect nothing short of the 
kitchen sink here - but somehow 
the car spectacularly over-delivers. 
All cars get the BMW Professional 
Multimedia and Navigation system, 
operating via a larger display than 
other BMWs enjoy. And for the first 
time on a BMW, you can control it 
three different ways: through the 
familiar iDrive controller, through 
a touchscreen interface or, as an 
option, through gesture control. 

The system recognises up to six 
gestures through a 3D sensor at the 
base of the control display. Rotate 
an outstretched finger in a circular 



motion to adjust audio volume; jab at 
the screen and you can answer a call. 
The idea is that these gestures can 
be performed without taking your 
eyes off the road - and after a bit of 
practice, the theory holds water. 

BMW's Bowers & Wilkins 1400W 
Diamond audio system, with its 
10-channel amp and 16 speakers, 
sounds very good, although perhaps 
not as good with low frequencies as 
Mercedes’ ‘Frontbass’ system. 

In the long-wheelbase car, 
rear-seat passengers can use an 
optional 7.0in tablet computer to 
control the entertainment system 
or browse the internet. 









<r predominantly a mix of aluminium 
and high-strength steel. It differs 
from type where BMW grafts long 
fillets of CFRP to the skeleton, 
notably along the pillars, roof rails, 
sills and transmission tunnel. Being 
both light and strong under torsion 
and compression, CFRP allows BMW 
to reduce the gauge of the metalwork 
to which it’s bonded, all while 
making it more rigid. The upshot is 
a superstructure that’s stiffer and 
40kg lighter than that of the previous 
model, despite being larger. 

Elsewhere, new near-source 
thermal and acoustic shielding saves 
a considerable amount of weight 
on NVH insulation. Underneath, 
a lightweight, aluminium-rich 
suspension design makes for 15% 
less unsprung mass, with double 
wishbones fitted up front and multi- 
links at the rear, cradling the weight 
via all-corner air suspension and 
adaptive dampers as standard. Model 
for model, the new 7 Series is up to 
130kg lighter than its forebear. 

An Integral Active Steering set-up, 
working through a new variable- 
ratio power steering system and 
rear-axle steering, is an option, as is 
an electromechanical active anti-roll 
bar set-up called Executive Drive 
Pro. The latter operates through the 



new Adaptive mode on the Drive 
Performance Control, armed with 
data from the sat-nav, a stereo camera 
and analysis of your driving style, to 
keep the 7 Series’ ride as smooth as 
possible on a predictive basis. 

Our test car came with both 
the Integral Active Steering and 
Executive Drive Pro options. It also 
had BMW’s entry-level engine, the 
3.0-litre diesel - making 26lbhp and 
457lb ft - and the long-wheelbase 
body, stretched by 140mm compared 
with the standard car. 

In light of all that tech, BMW might 
have been bolder with the styling. 
Evidently the company decided that 
7 Series buyers like a familiar face 
and a formal aesthetic. Perhaps the 
memory of Chris Bangle’s ‘flame- 
surfaced’ E65 7 Series, and the 
criticism it attracted more than a 
decade ago, is still too fresh for BMW 
to take a risk with the look of this car 
- but it seems a shame. 

INTERIOR 

★★★★☆ 

It’s here more than anywhere that the 
7 Series needs to excel. Outstanding 
refinement, rolling comfort and 
isolation are expected of any ■» 



HOW BIG IS IT? 




5238mm 



VISIBILITY 



View is good all round, 
made all the better 
when manoeuvring 
by BMW’s excellent 
surround-view 
cameras. 



HEADLIGHTS 



LEDs are standard, but our 
test car’s Laserlights had 
excellent range and clarity. 
Beams shine a light on 
anything with an infrared 
heat signature in Night 
Vision mode. Very handy. 




3TTT1 



Another German car 
with a right-sided pedal 
offset that may be 
pronounced enough to irk 
shorter-legged drivers. 
Wide brake pedal helps 
to mitigate it a bit. 





• There’s plenty of space up front, while heated, ventilated and massaging 
seats are all available on the options list. Armrests are heated, too. 




• Occupant room beats that of an S-Class in the back, while optional tablet PC 
and rear entertainment screens cover all multimedia bases. 




• Boot is a substantial size, with a 515-litre capacity. Drinks chiller is optional 
and light enough to remove easily when you need to. 








<r full-sized luxury saloon, and we’ll 
come on to those. But before dynamic 
factors enter the equation, the BMW 
cockpit has to feel like an inviting, 
luxurious and well-appointed place 
in which to travel - and in the all- 
important back seats, at least, it does. 

The car passes hurdle number 
one by a nose, matching the long- 
wheelbase S-Class precisely on rear 
leg room (860mm by our typical 
measure) and beating it on head 
room by a clear 30mm. The Mercedes 
offers its driver marginally more 
maximum leg room, but both cars are 
more than competitive on that score, 
while the BMW scores with the taller, 
longer boot. The boot of our test car 
was partially filled with a removable 
drinks chiller, which was securely 
mounted yet fairly easy to detach, 
leaving more than enough space for 
daily or touring use. 

Two options are key to maximising 
the richness of your passengering 
experience in the 7 Series: BMW’s 
Executive Package (£2850) and the 



Rear Seat Comfort Package (£4815). 
Our test car had both and therefore 
came with heated and massaging 
comfort seats, multimedia screens 
hanging from both front seatbacks 
and a tablet PC with which to control 
just about everything you might 
want to control from the back 
seat, from the ferocity of your seat 
massage to changing the channel of 
the in-car digital television. It also 
doubles as a web browser and can be 
removed if necessary. 

Up front, the 7 Series’ designers 
have gone to impressive lengths to 
conjure a sense of integrity, effortless 
usability and well-being. The silver 
switchgear, though plain looking, 
feels solid under your fingertips, 
the head-up display is 75% larger 
than on other BMWs and the colour- 
selectable ambient lighting is a lavish 
treat after dark. But the fascia layout 
looks too similar to those of BMW’s 
other saloons to feel really special, 
and the absence of genuinely exotic 
material finishes is disappointing. 



PERFORMANCE 

★★★★☆ 

You could bank on the 7 Series 
scoring well with its engines. The 
730d’s is in a class-leading position 
in all kinds of ways. Quiet, powerful, 
flexible and efficient, it lends the car 
the distinguishing air of assuredness 
you expect from something so large 
and expensive - but often fail to get 
in entry-level mechanical spec. 

BMW’s ‘near-source’ NVH control 
measures certainly do the trick. 

At idle, you’d hardly know that the 
straight six was even running, with 
engine noise registering just 40dB 
on our noise meter. And when the 
car gets under way, the engine’s 
relative smoothness and good 
manners continue to impress. There’s 
very little thrash or grumble in 
evidence at all - just a soft-edged 
and industrious thrum in the 
audible background. 



BMW has always intended for the 
7 Series to occupy a pseudo-sporting 
position in the limousine market, 
making the car faster and more 
interesting to drive than the luxury 
norm without compromising comfort 
levels adversely. It has enjoyed mixed 
success with that approach over the 
years, for reasons we’ll get to. But, 
for the owner-drivers who may care, 
this new version remains fleet-footed 
enough still to justify that billing. 

Our test car came with BMW’s 
‘sport automatic’ transmission fitted 
and also, we were surprised to find, 
standard launch control. Subjected 
to extremes of throttle and braking, 
the 730Ld kept decent control of its 
mass, gripping hard and generally 
responding well - and shunning the 
extremes of squat and dive you see 
in other comfort-orientated saloons. 
The 60mph mark came up from 
rest in 6.4sec - almost a full second 
quicker than a like-for-like S- Class 
- while it also stopped from 70mph 
more quickly than the Benz. 



TRACK NOTES 



Unless he’s carrying someone very 
important away from someone very 
unscrupulous indeed, the 7 Series 
driver is unlikely to need to explore his 
car’s dynamic outer limits. Still, should 
he need to, he’ll find the car pleasingly 
accurate, balanced and manageable 
- both up to and beyond the point at 
which the tyres run out of grip. 

In Sport mode, the car tackles sharp 
bends keenly for something so big. 

It rolls a little but soon settles on its 
outside contact patches, staying true 
to your intended cornering line and 
even tolerating early applications of 
throttle on exit without deteriorating 
into understeer. 

At high speeds, the car’s suspension 
firms up and ultimately keeps laudable 
control of its body through testing 
compressions, minimising pitching 
after-effects better than its rivals. 

The BMW’s electronic stability 
controls are subtle but effective and 
can be fully disabled - although we’re 
not sure why you’d want to in this case. 




START 



• Flexible diesel 
engine revs beyond 
5000rpmand 
surges up the 
steep incline to 
T6 with ease. 



• Feels a little more 
untidy through faster 
bends such asT3 but 



• Tucks into tighter 
corners such as T2 well, 
with good balance and a 
secure hold on the road. 



ACCELERATION 

BMW 730Ld 16deg C, dry 

Standing quarter mile 15.0sec at 94.3mph, standing km 27.3sec at 121.6mph, 30-70mph 6.0sec, 30-70mph in fourth 6.8sec 
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BRAKING 60-0mph: 3.09sec 
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Ride is cosseting but 
not as well isolated 
as that ofanS-Class 





The 730Ld has 
marginally more 
poised and precise 
handling than its more 
softly sprung rivals 



Of much greater import to most 
owners will be the car’s demeanour 
on more discreet, gentle throttle 
openings, of course. And in that 
mode, the powertrain serves the car 
just as well, always operating quietly, 
shifting imperceptibly, responding 
precisely to small pedal adjustments 
and proffering lots of torque to keep 
the car’s mass effortlessly motivated. 

The quantity of tyre noise 
produced and conducted by the 
suspension is the only bugbear - a 
minor one, but nonetheless a demerit 
for a luxury saloon. We recorded 
63dB of road roar at a 50mph cruise, 
whereas an S-Class produces just 
57dB. It is a result upon which BMW 
should seek to improve. 

RIDE AND HANDLING 
★★★★☆ 

There’s plenty of success to celebrate 
here - and only one serious criticism, 
at which we’ve already hinted. 

The 730Ld’s ride isn’t quite as well 
isolated as you’d like it to be. The 
chassis can thump ever so slightly 
over raised ironwork and through 
drains at low speeds, and its bushing 



doesn’t seem to protect the cabin 
from the intrusive rumbles of coarser 
surfaces as well as some. It’s a relative 
criticism only, and you’ll need an 
S- Class, a Range Rover or something 
else very skilled at cosseting its 
occupants to know much better ride 
comfort than the 7 Series grants. Still, 
cars like this must be judged by the 
toughest standards on refinement - 
and the big BMW, like its forebears, 
leaves a little to be desired. 

At higher speeds, there’s some 
complexity for the 730Ld’s driver 
to contend with in selecting the 
best drive mode for the road, the 
conditions and the prevailing speed. 
The softest suspension setting - 
Comfort Plus - allows the car’s body 
to waft along agreeably enough 
for passengers, but it permits too 
much vertical body movement and 
steering-corrupting body roll to be 
much use above 40mph. Sport mode 
exacerbates the slightly fussy ride 
you sometimes encounter around 
town and should probably also be 
ruled out whenever well-heeled 
passengers are aboard. 

BMW’s Adaptive mode ought 
to offer the perfect compromise. It 
works well enough, keeping closer 



control of the 7 Series’ body than 
its rivals manage while being quite 
supple. However, as predictive 
chassis settings go, the Adaptive 
mode isn’t quite as effective as 
Mercedes’ Magic Ride Control; it 
doesn’t allow you to roll over sleeping 
policemen with the same sense of 
imperviousness, for example. 

For its driver, though, the 730Ld 
does have marginally more poised 
and precise handling than its more 
softly sprung rivals. Those active 
anti-roll bars, active steering systems 
and adaptive dampers do an excellent 
job of keeping the body level and on 
track and maximising grip levels 
as you stretch the big BMW’s legs. 
What’s even more pleasing to find 
is that they operate imperceptibly, 
without filtering unwanted 
hysteresis into the car’s steering - 
which is light at all times and short 
on feedback, but at least consistent. 

BUYING AND OWNING 
★★★★☆ 

We’ve already mentioned some 
of our test car’s fitted options, which 
are priced at a level that would 



make most of us wince. However, 
anyone used to spending upwards 
of £60,000 on a car these days will 
be used to being shaken down to 
the tune of another five figures on 
options and probably won’t consider 
it much of an imposition to splash 
the necessary cash to configure 
their car as they choose. All models 
get wireless phone charging, a wi-fi 
hotspot, Navigation Pro, DAB radio, 
comfort seats all round and four-zone 
air conditioning as standard. 

Those same 7 Series owners will 
be pleased that their cars beat their 
competitors on CO 2 emissions by 
enough to fall a couple of percentage 
points lower on benefit-in-kind 
taxation - and a couple of per cent of 
list price on a £70k car is plenty. 

However, they may be less 
impressed by the BMW’s projected 
residual values, which may lag 
behind those of the soundest buys in 
the class, according to our sources, 
in turn unavoidably impacting upon 
business contract hire rates. 

The 7 Series hits back with very 
creditable real-world fuel economy, 
returning almost 40mpg over our 
road test procedure - including the 
usual punishing track session. 




BMW 730LD 

On-the-road price £67,700 

Price as tested £95,250 

Value after 3yrs/36k miles £26,775 

Contract hire pcm £845.42 

Cost per mile £1.17 

Insurance/typical quote na 



EQUIPMENT CHECKLIST 

18in alloy wheels ■ 

Black Sapphire paint ■ 

Ivory white/blacknappa leather ■ 

Professional Media/Navigation ■ 

Wi-fi hotspot ■ 

Comfort seats front and rear ■ 



Integral Active Steering £1195 

Executive Drive Pro £2450 

Sky Lounge panoramic sunroof £1695 

Driving Assistant Plus £2960 

Bowers & Wilkins Diamond audio £4675 

Executive Package £2850 

Rear Seat Comfort Package £4815 

BMW Laserlights headlights £2450 

Seat ventilation, front and rear £1970 

Ceramic finish for controls £450 

Surround-view cameras £400 

ParkAssist £375 

Online Entertainment with internet £420 
Independent rear telephone £685 

BMW gesture control £160 

Options in bold fitted to test car 
■ = Standard na = not available 

RANGE AT A GLANCE 

ENGINES POWER FROM 

730d 261bhp £64,530 

740U 322bhp £72,060 

740e 322bhp na 

TRANSMISSIONS 

8-spd automatic ■ 

Sport automatic transmission inc 

shift paddles and launch control £235 



TECHNICAL LAYOUT 



Straight four, straight six and V8 engines mount longways up front, driving the rear wheels - or all four, in the case of xDrive 
variants - via a front-mounted eight-speed automatic gearbox. Suspension is by double wishbones up front and multi-links at 
the rear, under air springs and adaptive dampers as standard. Active anti-roll bars and four-wheel steering are optional. 




ENGINE 



Installation 


Front, longitudinal, 








Construction 


Aluminium/steel/ 




rear-wheel drive 


600 | 




| 600 




CFRPmonocoque 


Type 


6 cyls in line. 




4571b ft at 




Weight/as tested 


1795kg/na 




2993cc, diesel 


500 


2000-2500rpm 


500 


Drag coefficient 


0.24 


Made of 


Aluminium block and head 








Wheels 


8.5Jx19in(f),9.5Jx19in(r) 


Bore/stroke 


84.0mm/90.0mm 


-400 


/ \ 


400 


Tyres 


245/45 R19 (f). 


Compression ratio 


16.5:1 


■E 


/ \ 


o 




275/40 R19 (r), Pirelli P Zero 


Valve gear 


4 per cyl 


300 • 


261bhp at \ 


.3 

300 ™ 


Spare 


Run-flats 


Power 


261bhp at 4000rpm 




4000rpm \ 








Torque 


4571b ft at 


% 




3 


TRANSMISSION 




2000-2500rpm 


£ 200 • 


/ 


r200 


Type 8-spd automatic 




Red line 


5400rpm 




/ 




Ratios/mph per lOOOrpm 


Power to weight 


145bhp per tonne 


100 ■ 


f 


r 100 


1st 5.00/6.4 2nd 3.20/10.0 3rd 2.14/15.0 


Torque to weight 


2551b ft per tonne 




Fnpinp frnrn) i 




4th 1.72/18.7 5th 1.31/24.5 6th 1.00/32.1 


Specific output 


87bhp per litre 


0 

0 


| engine \\ pin; | 

2000 4000 


L 0 

6000 


7th 0.82/39.1 8th 0.64/50.2 












Final drive ratio 2.563:1 



POWER & TORQUE 



CHASSIS & BODY 



ECONOMY 

TEST 


Track 


27.7mpg 




Touring 


48.9mpg 




Average 


39.6mpg 


CLAIMED 


Urban 


49.6mpg 




Extra-urban 


65.7mpg 




Combined 


58.9mpg 




Tank size 


78 litres 




Test range 


679 miles 



SUSPENSION 

Front Double wishbones, air springs, adaptive 
dampers, active anti-roll bar 
Rear Multi-link, air springs, adaptive dampers, 
active anti-roll bar 

STEERING 

Type Electromechanical, active variable-ratio 
rack and pinion with active rear-wheel steer 

Turns lock to lock 2.3 



BRAKES 

Front Ventilated discs 

Rear Ventilated discs 

Anti-lock Standard, with brake assist 

CABIN NOISE 

Idle 40db Max revs in third gear 70db 
30mph 57db 50mph 63db 70mph 64db 



SAFETY 

DSC, ABS, DTC, CBC, DBC 

Euro NCAP crash rating Not tested 



EMISSIONS & TAX 

CO 2 emissions 132g/km 

Tax at 20/40% pcm £271/£542 



Turning circle 12.9m (without rear steer) 



ACCELERATION 


MPH 


TIME (sec) 


0-30 


2.4 


0-40 


3.5 


0-50 


4.9 


0-60 


6.4 


0-70 


8.4 


0-80 


10.7 


0-90 


13.7 


0-100 


17.1 


0-110 


21.4 


0-120 


26.4 


0-130 


32.9 


0-140 


0-150 


- 


0-160 


- 



ACCELERATION IN GEAR 



MPH 2nd 3rd 


4th 


5th 


6th 


7th 


20-40 2.C 


) 3.1 


4.5 


- 


- 


- 


30-50 2.7 


' 2.6 


3.1 


4.7 


- 


- 


40-60 - 


3.0 


3.2 


4.2 


6.3 


- 


50-70 - 


3.7 


3.7 


4.3 


5.7 


8.2 


60-80 - 


- 


4.4 


4.7 


5.8 


7.7 


70-90 - 


■ 


5.7 


5.4 


6.2 


7.9 


80-100 - 


- 


- 


6.4 


6.8 


8.2 


90-110 - 


- 


- 


7.8 


7.9 


8.9 


100-120 - 


- 


- 


11.1 


9.3 


- 


110-130 - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


120-140 - 


■ 


■ 


■ 


■ 


■ 


130-150 - 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


140-160 - 


■ 


- 


1 


1 


- 



MAX SPEEDS IN GEAR 

35mph 5400rpm 
54mph 5400rpm 
81mph 5400rpm 
lOlmph 5400rpm 
132mph 5400rpm 
155mph 4829rpm 
155mph 3960rpm 
155mph* 3090rpm 

* claimed 
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BMW730Ld 




0 I 

New 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 

• Disappointing. CAP says new Seven 
won’t retain value like older S-Class 



RPM in 8th at 70/80mph = 1396/1595 



but should be a better bet than XJ. 



THE SMALL PRINT Power-to-weight and torque-to-weight figures are calculated using manufacturer’s claimed kerb weight. © 2015, Haymarket 
Media Group Ltd. Test results may not be reproduced without editor’s written permission. For more information on the 730Ld, contact BMW 
Customer Services, Summit One, Summit Ave, Farnborough GUM OFB (0800 561 0666, bmw.co.uk). Cost-per-mile figures calculated over 
three years/36,000 miles, including depreciation and maintenance but not insurance; Lex Autolease (0800 389 3690). Insurance quote covers 
35-year-old professional male with clean licence and full no-claims bonus living in Swindon; quote from Liverpool Victoria (0800 066 5161, lv.com). 
Contract hire figure based on a three-year lease/36, OOO-mile contract including maintenance; Wessex Fleet Solutions (01722 322888). 
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autocar ROAD TEST 



No 5242 



BMW 730Ld 



AUTOCAR VERDICT ★★★★☆ 



Outstanding in some ways but lacking the gravitas of a true luxury great 




T he new 7 Series is a car defined by both BMW’s acknowledged strengths and its weaknesses; 
that it feels much like a facsimile of a BMW sports saloon blown up by 150% says everything 
that most will need to know. 

There’s much better material quality, luxury and refinement here than that simplification 
would suggest, of course, not to mention impressive in-car technology and outstanding 
performance, handling and efficiency. But most of those are traditional BMW virtues. 

Where the firm has tended to fall down of late is when zeroing in on dynamic qualities specific to 
vehicle class and in failing to venture forth with genuinely imaginative design. Predictably, then, 
the 7 Series is a surprisingly good driver’s car but could be a better luxury conveyance. Although 
it’s immutably built, the BMW doesn’t feel as rich, desirable or special as some of its rivals. 

Instead, the 7 Series struggles to cast off the bland, pedestrian flavour of a lesser saloon, and 
while it has some impressive constituent parts, it never feels greater than the sum of them. 



TESTERS’ NOTES 




NIC 

CACKETT 

I don’t care 
for ambient 
lighting, but 
the extra-large pillar 
lights for rear occupants 
make it worthwhile. They 
givejust enough light to 
read by, without needing 
a ceiling light on. 



MATT 

SAUNDERS 

BMW’s 
surround- 
view camera 
system takes another 
developmental leap 
forward. Select reverse 
and the view on the 
control display is as if 
taken from a 360deg 
periscope just above the 
roof. Remarkable. 



SPEC ADVICE 



Integral Active Steering 
will cut down the turning 
circle, so it’s worth 
having. Executive 
Package (£2850) and 
Rear Seat Comfort 
Package (£4815) are 
desirable, too. Opt for 
the Pure Excellence 
interior design package 
(£1550) if you want 
deep-pile carpets - 
because who doesn’t? 




• Quieten down the ride 
with better bushing and 
wheel arch insulation. 

• Be more imaginative 
and lavish with the 
cabin design. 

• Keep developing the 
predictive ride. 





MAKE 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


RANGE ROVER 


TESLA 


BMW 


JAGUAR 


Model 


S350d L SE Line 


3.0 TDV6 Vogue 


Model S90kWh 


730Ld 


XJ 3.0dV6 Luxury LWB 


Price 


£67,995 


£74,950 


£66,935 


£67,700 


£61,690 


Power 


254bhp at 3600rpm 


254bhp at 3500rpm 


375bhp at 6000rpm 


261bhp at 4000rpm 


296bhp at 4000rpm 


Torque 


4571b ft at 1600rpm 


4431b ft at 2000rpm 


325lbftat Orpm 


4571b ft at 2000-2500rpm 


5161b ft at 2000rpm 


0-60mph 


7.3sec 


7.9sec (claimed, to 62mph) 


circa 5.0sec 


6.4sec 


6.2sec (claimed, to 62mph) 


Top speed (claimed) 


155mph 


130mph 


125mph 


155mph 


155mph 


Fuel economy (combined) 


50.4mpg 


40.9mpg 


circa 400wh/mile 


58.9mpg 


49.6mpg 


Kerb weight (claimed) 


1975kg 


2215kg 


2108kg 


1795kg 


1860kg 


COz/tax band 


141g/km, 26% 


182g/km, 34% 


Og/km, 5% 


132g/km, 24% 


149g/km, 27% 




Opulent, advanced, incredibly 
refined. The S-Class is expertly 
realised and utterly persuasive. 
★★★★★ 



Envelops you in a lavish, 
invincible sense of occasion, 
wherever you drive it. 



A standout electric car that 
also feels like the future of 
luxury motoring. 



Rules on in-car tech and diesel 
powertrain sophistication, 
otherwise too bland to excel. 



Rare blend of dynamism and 
luxury, although not as 
spacious or cosseting as some. 






YOUR VIEWS 



LETTER OF THE WEEK 



Emission perdition 

Angus MacEachran is entitled to refuse to buy VW Group models (Your 
Views, 28 October), even if that means accepting cars that are not his 
first choice. But I would not cross the car I want off my list because of 
the behaviour of some of the employees of the company that makes it. 

As Jeff Loomes (Your Views, 28 October) pointed out, no one 
bought these cars because of their nitrogen oxide emissions, so anyone 
ignoring VW is cutting off his own nose to spite his face. 

Urged on by the press, Joe Public is quick to join the outcry, but the 
cars aren’t doing anything they weren’t before; the only difference is 
knowing the results of some emissions tests. 

I shall continue to buy Audis as long as I’m happy that they are the 
cars I actually want. 

Norman E Hawkes 
Hess/e, Yorkshire 



Write to Autocar 

autocar@haymarket.com 
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WIN 



Letter of the week wins a 
ValetPRO exterior protection 
and maintenance kit worth £58.95 



Valetmi 
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TEST FOR WESTER 

Unfortunately, Harald J Wester’s vision 
for Alfa Romeo contains some familiar 
old flaws (Interview, 14 October). 

Alfa Romeo cannot achieve its 
desired market position until Fiat truly 
appreciates the value of the brand and 
gives it the investment and freedom it 
still seriously requires. 

The UK buyer has a fond appreciation 
of Italian products and is generally 
forgiving of any previous problems, but 
service expectations are now higher 
than ever and thinking that Alfa buyers 
will accept premium prices for claimed 
premium products while relying on Fiat 
and Chrysler dealer service is never 
going to work when compared with the 
German and Japanese rivals. 

Mr Wester joined Alfa in 2004, and 
until now we’ve seen nothing really new 
except a niche 4C and lots more talking. 

Compare this with what its target 



German competitors have done in the 
same time line and we must conclude 
that while it makes for interesting 
reading, nothing has changed, or is 
changing, at Alfa Romeo. 

Richard Hallsworth 
via email 

GIULIA; MISSION POSSIBLE 

Great article on the essence of Alfa 
saloons (Turin Proud’, 14 October); it’s 
not what the cars do but how they do it. 

The most memorable cars impart 
a sense of occasion, and a good Alfa 
Romeo can make any journey something 
to be enjoyed. 

Unusually, the Giulia has been 
introduced to us all guns blazing as the 
Cloverleaf; I hope this approach means 
that what makes this model special 
filters down the range. 

The new Giulia is not a beautiful car 
in the mould of the 164, 156 and 159, 




but like the 75 1 am sure it will be an 
extremely endearing sight on the road. 

If the new car emulates the original 
Giulia then Alfa really will have achieved 
the impossible. 

Michael Joannides 
Coventry, West Midlands 

YOUNG AND XE 

Much praise has been heaped on the 
new Jaguar XE by readers, and I have 
seen many on the road already. 



Having been a dealer principal of a 
Jaguar dealer for many years, I’m aware 
of the customer base and perceived 
image that Jaguar has, but the XE could 
change all that. It will appeal to new 
Jaguar drivers, particularly younger 
drivers, and that’s no bad thing. 

For the XE to be the success it 
deserves to be, the Jaguar image needs 
a refresh, and this car could introduce 
it to another audience. Another way to 
do this would be for Jaguar to enter the 
British Touring Car Championship. 
Andrew Jeffery 
DenbyDale 

NSX NOT EXCEPTIONAL 

I am disappointed by the appearance 
of the new Honda NSX (First Drives, 

28 October). It’s so bland, with no 
sense of excitement. 

It could be one of a couple of dozen 
or more similar shapes from anywhere 




Love the subtle 
homages in the 
detail to the FD. 

jason_recliner 

I thought rotary 
engines were supposed 
to be compact. Why 
the extra-long bonnet? 

abkq 

At last, a great-looking 
car which looks like it 



was fun to make. Want, 
want, want. 

Pistachio 

Mazda and Lexus are 
once again setting the 
bar for exciting new 



Just the right side of 
elegant with a touch of 
menace at the front. 

Marv 
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- and Honda wonders why its sales in 
Europe are so low. Your road test of the 
Jeep Renegade in the same issue misses 
the very point I make above. 

The Jeep has fun and style in spades 
and will appeal to younger people in a 
way your top five Jeep rivals never will; 
they are all cars for old drivers. 

Are younger drivers really concerned 
with the finer points of premium brand 
and upmarket image? No, you have to be 
older and somewhat boring to view and 
rate cars from that perspective. 

John McGouran 
Dublin 

OPEL AND OUT 

Hilton Holloway comments that 
Vauxhall-Opel’s share of the European 
car market has halved over the past two 
decades (News, 28 October). 

GM’s decline contrasts greatly with 
Ford, whose Fiesta and Focus models 




have regularly been at (or close to) the 
top of their class in Autocar reviews. 

If new GM models don’t get rave 
reviews on launch, the consequences 
aren’t hard to figure out, and recent 
efforts have not been up to scratch. 

In the 1970s Opel had a great range in 
the Manta, Ascona, Kadett C and others. 

I look back fondly on my Kadett C coupe, 
even though it had a small engine. 

I greatly appreciated its ride, handling, 
looks, stability and economy. A GT/E 
would have been even more desirable. 

Now I wouldn’t even consider a GM 
product, and clearly I am not alone. 
Andrew Bodman 
Bugbrooke, Northamptonshire 

HOW LOW CAN YOU GO? 

Well, well, well. Having followed the 
fashion for conventional styles being 
disfigured byjacked-up suspension, 
Porsche has started the move to bring it 
back down to earth by lowering the latest 
Macan (News, 28 October). 

So insidious has been the growth of 
these eyesores that when I first saw the 
F-Pace I thought it looked normal. 

Incidentally, it has dawned on me 
that motorcycles went the elevated way 
years ago with so-called ‘adventure’ 
bike, ridden off road by about 0.5% 
of owners. (I have owned several and 
they’re great for tackling a farm track.) 
Peter Taylor 
via email 

OUTLANDISH OUTLANDER 

Your article on the Mitsubishi Outlander 
PHEV (First Drives, 28 October) quotes 
fuel economy as 156mpg when a more 
accurate figure is 45mpg. This makes 
the VW emissions fiasco look okay. You 
get zero road tax and company car tax is 
low, but people who have a company car 
don’t tend to do only 25 miles a day. 
Simon Grice 
Sheffield 



NEXT 

WEEK 

Inside the magazine - on sale 18 November 




0-120-0 challenge Accelerating and braking 
challenge, with Jaguar. Radical and more 




FIRST DRIVE 



Audi Q7 e-tron 

Can the plug-in diesel-electric 
SUV match its on-paper stats? 



Ferrari Testarossa revisited 

Andrew Frankel tracks down his 
family’s old steed after 27 years 



Mercedes CLA Shooting Brake Sharply 
styled estate fully assessed by our testers 
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A week in the life of Autocar's fleet 




BMW 

ACTIVE 

TOURER 


BMW 

M4 


CITROEN FIAT 

C4 CACTUS 500X 


FORD 

FOCUS 


FORD 

MONDEO 


JAGUAR 

XE 


LAND ROVER 

DEFENDER 
















John Bradshaw 


Dan Trent 


Lewis Kingston Michele Hall 


TTm Of c* son 


Luc Lacey 


Darren Moss 


Matt Prior 




Ssangyong Tivoli 



FIRST REPORT This Nissan Juke rival from South Korea provides stacks of kit for a 
modest outlay, but does it offer much more than that? We’ve got six months to find out 




N ow here’s a thing. You know the 
small SUVs that are all the rage at 
the moment? I can’t help feeling 
there’s a bit of ‘emperor’s new 
clothes’ about them. Sure, you get to sit 
a few centimetres higher than you would 
in a regular supermini, but the rest of 
the packaging is just the same - worse, 
in some cases. You’re paying a lot for 
style over substance. 

Then there’s the Ssangyong Tivoli, 
the latest arrival to the market and 
one that aims to take on the likes 
of the Nissan Juke, Renault Captur 
and Mazda CX-3 not only on price 
and value - traditional strong points 
for South Korea’s fourth-largest car 
manufacturer - but also on interior 
space. And we’ve got the next six 
months with one to decide if it succeeds. 

The Tivoli, you see, is a baby 
crossover that really is halfway to 
being a family SUV. It’s the first all-new 



offering from Ssangyong since it was 
taken over by Indian giant Mahindra 
in 2011 and (whisper it quietly) it’s not 
a bad effort at all. It sits on an all-new 
platform and gets fresh 1.6-litre petrol 
and diesel engines, developed in house. 

You can have four-wheel drive, if you 
want, or swap the standard six-speed 
manual gearbox for a six-speed auto 
that’s the same Aisin unit used in the 
latest Mini. The C0 2 emissions on the 
diesel aren’t stellar by class standards 
but, at 113g/km for a two-wheel-drive 
manual, they’re respectable enough. 

Starting from scratch has allowed 
Ssangyong to make the Tivoli relatively 
large for the class. Two adults can 
actually sit in the rear seats, behind 
two adults up front. The boot capacity 
is a commendable 423 litres, which is a 
little more than you get in a Skoda Yeti 
and quite a bit more than in a Citroen 
C4 Cactus or a Juke. 
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I much prefer the diesel version. The 
non-turbo petrol feels limp by comparison 

v 



The Tivoli has the makings of a 
practical family car, in other words - and 
you can’t say that about many small 
crossovers. We’ll leave you to make up 
your own mind on the styling (it has split 
opinion here), but a few of the obvious 
small-SUV trademark touches are there: 
floating roof (thanks to blacked-out 
C-pillars), lots of daytime running lights, 
roof rails and just enough wheel arch 
cladding to hint at off-road ruggedness. 

Tivoli prices start at a vaguely 
ludicrous £12,950 for a two-wheel-drive 
manual petrol SE, which still brings air- 
con, cruise control, Bluetooth, seven 
airbags and 16in alloy wheels. However, 
we’ve gone for a reasonably high-spec 
diesel model, for a number of reasons. 



First, going for a plusher edition 
gives us a chance to try out more of 
the toys. Second, having tried both 
engines, I much prefer the diesel, which 
spins up reasonably smoothly and has 
the torque to even feel brisk from time 
to time. The non-turbocharged petrol 
engine feels limp by comparison and 
continually needs to be worked hard. 

Third, diesel fits better with 
Ssangyong’s existing customer base. 
Indeed, despite Ssangyong’s desire 
for new conquest customers, I’d be 
surprised if the Tivoli still doesn’t 
end up with a disproportionately 
high percentage of diesels in its 
sales breakdown. 

Finally, even the ELX trim that 



we’ve chosen doesn’t actually cost that 
much. The on-the-road price is £17,250 
and we’ve added £900 worth of options 
to that figure: blue metallic paint (£500) 
and a styling pack (£400) that brings 
tasty 18in alloys and a contrasting 
colour on the roof and door mirrors. 

Sum total? Just over £18k, or about the 
same as a low-spec Mazda CX-3. We’re 
probably talking a couple of hundred 
quid per month on a PCP finance deal, 
with a sensible deposit and mileage. 

ELX is properly loaded, too. Most 
Tivolis get a crisp 7.0in touchscreen 
display in the centre of the fascia, but 
ELX adds TomTom navigation software 
and a reversing camera to the same 
system. It also brings full leather seats, 
heated front seats, keyless go, dual- 
zone climate control, auto-dimming 
rear-view mirror, automatic headlights 
and wipers, folding side mirrors and 
front and rear parking sensors. You’d 



be looking at £20, 000-plus for a 
mainstream rival with anywhere near 
this level of equipment. 

In truth, though, that sort of value 
proposition isn’t really anything new to 
Ssangyong. What we’re here to discover 
is whether the Tivoli really is the car that 
deserves to bring fresh customers for 
the brand, beyond its usual clientele of 
caravan towers, vets and farmers. This 
means that mere numbers alone won’t 
be enough over the next six months. 

We want a bit of surprise and delight 
during everyday use as well. 
john.mcilroy@haymarket.com 



Ssangyong Tivoli 1.6 Diesel ELX 



Price £17,250 Price as tested £18,150 
Options Metallic paint £500, Styling Pack (18in 
diamond-cut alloy wheels, contrasting roof and 
door mirror colour) £400 Economy 50.9mpg 
Faults None Expenses None 
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Add digital for 
an extra £5.50 
every 13 issues 

(quote M1115B) 



13 issues 
for just £31.99 

(quote M1115P) 

• FREE GIFT 

• NEVER miss 
an issue 

• SAVE 35% on 
the cover price 

• FREE P&P - every 
issue delivered 
direct to your door 

• EXCLUSIVE 
subscriber-only 
offers and discounts 



AUTOCAR 



• ACCESS any 
where, anytime 

• SAVE 58% on 
the cover price 

• FREE P&P 
- every issue 
delivered direct 
to your door 

• PLUS all the 
benefits of a 
print subscriber 



Scratch Remover Paste (150ml) 
Resin Superwax (500ml) 
Bodywork Shampoo (500ml) 
Applicator Waffle Pads 



Scratch 

\Smovcr 

taste 



Profession 

Bodywork 



Professional 

Applicator 
Waffle Pads 
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Calls cost 7 pence per minute plus your phone company's access charge 



m urn HUM? ndjtwt** - ntmvnati 
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reserve the right to request the return of the gift. Details of the Direct Debit Guarantee are available on request. Savings are based on the standard UK cover price of £3.80. Offer ends 4 December 2015. Haymarket Media Group Ltd uses a best- 
practice layered Privacy Policy to provide you with details about how we would like to use your personal information. To read the full privacy policy please visit our website haymarket.com/privacyorcall us on 01795 592986. Please ask if you 
have any questions as submitting your personal information indicates your consent, for the time being, that we and our partners may contact you about products and services that will be of interest to you via post, phone, e-mail and SMS. 

You can opt out at ANY time byemailing the datacontroller@haymarket.com or by calling 01795 592986. 











Land Rover Defender 90 
Station Wagon XS 



Price £28,170 Price as tested £33,200 
Economy 26.8mpg Faults Loose ignition 
wire Expenses None Last seen 21.10.15 



to the test - except, well, I had to 
go away for a couple of weeks, so 
Land Rover HQ said they’d come 
and have a look while I was absent. 
They diagnosed and fixed a loose 
connection on the ignition switch - 
weird, but it explains the symptoms 
perfectly. And all seems fine again. 
matt.prior@haymarket.com 



Mileage 19,566 

You might remember that in my 
previous update, I mentioned that 
the Defender had shut down of its 
own volition a couple of times. Well, 
the cause of the problem has now 
been found. 

I was stationary in traffic on the 



way back from holiday in Spain 
when it first happened. Idling in the 
queue for an autoroute toll booth 
in 30deg C-plus heat with the air 
conditioning blowing and the radio 
belting out terrible Europop, the whole 
caboodlejust died: engine off, radio 
silenced, no power steering, nothing. 



It was as if I’d switched off the ignition. 
Except I hadn’t. 

I was on a downhill stretch, so I rolled 
onto the hard shoulder and tried a 
variation on the standard IT method: got 
out, locked the car, unlocked it again and 
tried the ignition. Hey presto, the engine 
fired up and everything seemed fine. 

Feeling a bit sheepish, I switched 
off the air-con, in case something had 
gotten too hot under the bonnet, and 
tried to keep the car moving. But after 
a couple of hours I got over it and made 
a note to mention it to the dealer when 
the car next needed an oil service. 

Then, a month later, the same thing 
happened again about 10 seconds after 
firing up the Defender in the office car 
park. Clearly not too much heat, then. 
Only this time it didn’t come right. 

The battery seemed charged, but 
I’d read that some ECUs can be flaky if 
the voltage drops. A Defender should 
charge itself well enough on idle, but it 
was all I could think of. A spot of battery 
juice was no help, though. 

Time to put the warranty programme 
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Trip to the dealer was an event in itself 






Mileage 1 6883 Cabin creaks and niggles result in not one but two trips to the dealer 



T he TT has been in for some remedial 
work. Quite a lot of remedial work, 
in fact, although none serious. 

To recap: the sliding lid on the 
stowage tray/coin tidy in the centre 
console had stopped sliding, the driver’s 
door speaker grille kept popping out 
of the door card (a problem on my 
previous TT, too) and there was a 
continual creak from somewhere 
behind the occupants’ heads. So I 
booked the car in at West London Audi 
so that they could take a look at it. 

Gaining access to the dealership is an 
experience in itself. A door opens and 
you drive into a warm and dry docking 
bay, where you’re greeted by a host of 
people ready to take the car off your 
hands and welcome you in. It’s all very 
convivial; they take your details and find 
out what needs doing to your car. 



A mystery creak 
was traced to the 
bootlid bumpstops 



In this case, they told me what 
needed doing, too. Apparently the 
headlight alignment needed looking at - 
not a recall as such, but something they 
like to see to if the car is in for servicing. 
It was for the “coding of the headlight 
range control’’, whatever that means. 

Anyway, I drove out with a technician 
so I could demonstrate the creak that 
was coming from I know not where. He 
knew not where either and told me that 
he could find it, but that it would take 
a while. The car wasn’t due to stay in 
for long enough, so we agreed that it 
wouldn’t get done this time. 

Trouble is, not much else got 
done, either. The headlights were 
recalibrated, but none of the parts was 
available for any of the other jobs. They 
were duly ordered and the car went back 
for a second time once they’d arrived. 

The stowage tray and the speaker 
grille were both replaced under 
warranty. The reason the grille was 
popping out of position, I was told, was 
that the clips holding it in had been 
moulded inaccurately. The creaking 
from the rear was narrowed down to 
the bootlid hinge bumpstops, which are 
made of rubber. The solution was to top 
them off with a bit of felt. I hope it sticks. 
stan.papior@haymarket.com 



Audi TT Roadster 2.0 TFSIS line 



Price £34,651 Price as tested £40,315 
Economy 36.3mpg Faults Door speaker rattle, 
sticking cubbyhole cover, squeaking over 
speed bumps Expenses None Last seen 7.10.15 
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